“Muscovy’s Mayflies.”
Imperial Russian Temporary Post Offices
from 1858 to 1917.
One measure of a country’s willingness and ability to provide postal services to its populace is the
presence of non-permanent operations. Large gatherings of people for short periods of time at
special or seasonal events often generate a demand for postal service. A poorly-developed or
indifferent communications system will fail to respond to that demand.
In Imperial Russia up to the late 1850s, there were very few temporary operations, and of those, most
were one- to three-year experiments, probation periods, actually, to see if the new offices could
survive on their own without burdening the Treasury. If they could, they were then converted to
permanent offices. But as commerce and literacy began their upsurge in the 1860s, the Postal
Administration came under ever greater pressure to provide more and better services. As the number
of post offices grew, so too did the number of temporary operations, as well as the kinds.
This exhibit is a systematic approach to the special and seasonal offices as they appeared from 1858
to 1917. The wide variety of events and types of locations, from the Kingdom of Poland to Siberia,
affords a good impression of the Russian Post-and-Telegraph Administration’s willingness to serve
the populace. Included are some of the labels and the picture postcards produced for these events, as
they too were intended for use on or as mail from those events.
The material here has served as much of the basis for the “Vremennoe” (Temporary) series in the
Rossica Journal of Russian Philately. With few exceptions, postmarks from these temporary
operations range from very scarce to exceptionally rare. (Of the 120+ temporary offices identified
thus far, most have yielded no recorded examples.)
On these pages are the only physical reminders of offices whose doors had hardly opened before they
closed again.
Arrangement of the exhibit:
I. Special, One-Time Events:
A. Exhibitions;
B. Conferences (congresses).
II. The Seasonal Offices:
A. Civilian Trade: The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.
B. Civilian Navigation: The White Sea Steamers.
C. Vacation Areas (resorts, mineral-water and mud-bath spas, parks, dacha areas).
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
1. Camps and Ranges;
III. Temporary Field Post Offices at Opposed-Forces Exercises.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
A. The Moscow Polytechnic Exhibition.

Beginning in 1872 with the Moscow Polytechnic Exhibition and ending in 1913 with the
Kostroma provincial zemstvo exhibition, Imperial Russia provided only 21 such events
with special temporary postal facilities. These were called “special” offices because
they opened only once for a specific occurrence (the Odessa Exhibition being the only
exception), either an exhibition, an international conference or a congress.

The 1872 Moscow Polytechnic Exhibition opened its doors on May 30th, and introduced
a permanent, year-round museum. Its special temporary post office, however, the first of
its kind in Russia, closed late that summer. The piece above, dated 12 August 1872, is
one of only a few recorded examples in the West, and only one of two recorded strikes in
blue.

The Postal Pavilion at the 1872 Exhibition.

Moscow * Post. Br. Off. [at the]
Polytech. Exhib. * 12 Aug. 1872.
Diameter: 24.5mm.
Color(s): Black, blue.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
B. The French Exhibition of 1891 (Moscow).

* Moscow * Post. Branch
Off. at the French
Exhibition
Diameter: 27mm.
Color(s): Blue and black.

On reverse, enlarged.

International usage from the exhibition.
The fourth event on Russian soil to boast a special temporary post office was the socalled “French Exhibition,” held in Moscow during the summer of 1891 as part of the
close Franco-Russian political relationship. Officials from the Moscow Main Post
Office were assigned to staff the temporary office set up at Khodynka Field.
The blue date stamp at top center reads “Moscow * Postal Branch Office at the French
Exhibition * 23 VI 1891.” After the date stamp was applied, the postage stamps were
cancelled at the Moscow City Post Office, then the cover was carried to the IV Dispatch
Office, where it was sent on to Paris the following day.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
C. The Riga Exhibition of 1901.

International usage from the exhibition.

Riga celebrated the 700th anniversary of its founding (in 1201) in the summer of 1901. Its
temporary post office, staffed by officials from the Riga Post-and-Telegraph Office,
remained open for about three months, handling a considerable amount of mail. This
picture postcard was sent from the exhibition on 31 July 1901 to St. Petersburg, and bears
one of the souvenir labels created for the event. Another is shown below.

One of several vignettes
issued for this event.

“Riga-Exhibition 1 Temp. P.T. Off. 1” cross-date canceller
type.
Diameter:
23.5mm. Color(s): Black,
violet.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
C. The Riga Exhibition of 1901.

Reverse.

Above: A picture of
the Ilgezeem u. Livonia Beer-Brewing
Pavilion at the exhibition.

Posted from the
event to St. Petersburg on 6 August 1901.

Domestic usage from the exhibition.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
C. The Riga Exhibition of 1901.
Merchants and the exhibition organizers
produced dozens of different postcard
scenes to go with the various labels.
Although the postal officials were limited to
using a single postmark, they managed to
make their contribution to the color by
using either black or violet ink.
At right: The reverse of the bottom card.
Below: Two cards from the exhibition,
mailed on 6 and 25 June 1901 to France and
Germany, respectively. Violet and black
cancels.

Both cards international
usage from
the
exhibition.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
D. The Odessa Exhibition of 1910-1911.

Reverse.

This event, held from
15 May to 10 October
1910 as the “Factoryand-Works, Art and
Agricultural
Exhibition,” was so
successful that the
organizers decided to
hold it again the
following year. It had a
temporary post-and telegraph office on the
grounds.

A picture postcard sent from the exhibition to Moscow on 28 June 1910, showing Main
Pavilion No. 1. 

Domestic
usage from
the
exhibition.

Serial “a”
bridge-type
canceller.
Diameter:
29mm.
Color(s):
Black.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
D. The Odessa Exhibition of 1910-1911.
Domestic registered
usage from the
exhibition.

“Odessa Vystavka,”
serial “a” bridge-type
canceller.
Diameter: 29mm.
Color(s): Black.

Sent from the exhibition to Finland on 27 July 1911 and received on 10 August, this cover
is one of two recorded registered mail items from that temporary post office. The
registration label reads “No. 308 / Odessa-Exhibition / Kherson Province.”

This 1910 PPC shows
the D.Z. Saradzhev
firm’s display at the
Odessa
Exhibition,
touting its line of
“Caucasus Cognac.”
The company was
based in Tiflis.

I. A. Special, One-Time Events:
D. The Odessa Exhibition of 1910-1911.
One of the vignettes issued
to advertise the exhibition.

Domestic
usage to the
exhibition.

The card at right
arrived at the Odessa
Exhibition from St.
Petersburg on 25 July
1911,
and
is
extremely rare for the
fact that it bears the
Odessa
Exhibition
datestamp as an arrival mark.

Because the exhibition was repeated and had a temporary post-and-telegraph office on its
grounds both times, the Odessa Exhibition is the only exception to the “one-time event”
rule for the special cancels.

The PPC at left
shows the Artists’
Pavilion and the
fountain.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
E. The Yekaterinoslav Exhibition of 1910.

The glory days of
the big Russian
exhibitions began
in 1910 and ran
through 1913, as
the success of one
event encouraged
others.

Domestic usage
from the
exhibition.

Held from 1 July to 25 September 1910, the “South Russian Oblast’ Agricultural, Industrial
and Handicrafts Exhibition” was sponsored by the Yekaterinoslav Provincial Zemstvo. The
temporary post office didn’t open until 25 July.
This is a picture postcard sent from the exhibition’s post office to Karaurgan in Kars Oblast’
on 3 August 1910. On the reverse below is a drawing of the Machine-Building Pavilion.

“Yekaterinoslav-Vystavka,”
serial “a” bridge-type
canceller.
Diameter: 28mm.
Color(s): Black.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
E. The Yekaterinoslav Exhibition of 1910.

The German-language
version of the official
exhibition vignette.

Reverse.

A number of souvenir postcards depicting various pavilions at the exhibition were issued,
all of them produced by G. Bers, as were labels in three languages: Russian, German, and
French. This card is part of the Vyshinsky correspondence; the addressee was a secretary
at the Russian General Consulate at Erzerum, but the cards were addressed to Karaurgan
in Kars Oblast’. This one was not posted from the exhibition, but it does bear the event’s
Russian-language label. It was mailed on 8 September 1910 from Yekaterinoslav’s main
post office.
Domestic usage from the exhibition.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
E. The Yekaterinoslav Exhibition of 1910.

Domestic usage from the exhibition.
Above: A PPC sent from the exhibition on 24 July 1910 to Odessa.
Below: A Bers-produced PPC showing the Main Pavilion.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
E. The Yekaterinoslav Exhibition of 1910.
The pavilion drawings were printed on the back of official three-kopeck 1909-issue Imperial
postcards by the Gustav Bers firm (with the Imperial Post-and-Telegraph Administration’s
blessing) and sold at post offices throughout the Yekaterinoslav Postal District and at the
exhibition’s temporary post office for two kopecks apiece. (The one-kopeck difference was made
up by the exhibition’s Steering Committee.) Below are the Gardening and Dairy Pavilions.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
F. The Omsk Exhibition of 1911.

“Omsk-Vystavka”
serial “b” cancel
(only one recorded), and one of two
recorded cards sent
from the exhibition).
Diameter: 29mm.
Color(s): Black.
Domestic usage from the exhibition.
Opening on 15 June 1911, “The First Western-Siberian Agricultural, Trade, and Industry
Exhibition” hosted approximately 180,000 visitors before it closed two months later. The
temporary post-and-telegraph office there shared the grounds with 60 pavilions, and it is
presumed that officials from the Omsk Post-and-Telegraph Office staffed it.
This card was mailed from the exhibition to Warsaw on 1 August 1911. The reverse
(below) shows the El’vorti Pavilion and a corner of the Helferich-Sade building at far left.

A vignette advertising
the “1st Western Siberian Exhibition [at]
Omsk, 15 June 1911.”

I. Special, One-Time Events:
G. The Kostroma Exhibition of 1913.

Domestic
usage from
the
exhibition.

This was another provincial zemstvo-sponsored affair, held from 19 May to 1 September
1913, and with the onset of WWI the following year, it was to be the last of the big
exhibitions during the Imperial period. Its numerous pavilions showed the latest in
agricultural and industrial implements, plus handicrafts.
Above: Kostroma Exhibition to Moscow, 30 June 1913. Below: A reply-paid postcard
sent from the exhibition to Potsdam, Germany on 16 June.

International
usage from
the
exhibition.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
G. The Kostroma Exhibition of 1913.

Domestic usage
from the
exhibition.

The reverse, showing the
Agricultural Pavilion.

At left: The bridge-type canceller, used on all ordinary mail
from the exhibition. Diameter: 30.5mm. Color(s): Black.
Below: A picture postcard mailed on 30 June 1913 from the
exhibition’s post office to Moscow. It arrived the next day.

Domestic
usage from
the exhibition.

I. Special One-Time Events:
H. The XII International Congress of Medicine, Moscow.

This event, hosted
in Moscow from 1926
Aug.
1897,
brought doctors and
medical researchers
from around the
world
to
share
papers and reports.
In addition to a
temporary post office, the organizers
provided
special
stationery in French
and Russian for use
by the participants.
(Note: Neither of
these covers was
posted at the temporary PO.)

Above: Official Congress stationery in
French, posted from
Moscow
on
23
August
1897
to
Tunis, Algeria.
At right: Russian
stationery for use to
participants in the
Congress, sent at the
local printed-matter
rate in Moscow to
Dzhalil-Pasha on [1]9
Aug. 1897.

I. Special, One-Time Events:
I. Conferences and Congresses:
nd
The 2 International Congress of Navigation,
St. Petersburg Conservatory.

This event was one of four major conferences and congresses held between 1889 and
1919 to establish the International Hydrographic Bureau, an organization designed to
encourage a standard approach to the preparation, construction and production of
maritime charts and hydrographic publications, and also to serve as a international forum
to exchange information about the world’s waters and marine fauna and support mariners
around the world.

A 2-kopeck wrapper sent from the Congress of Navigation to Rouen, France on 26 May
1908. The temporary PTO cancellation gives only the place name – St. Petersburg – and
no indication of what the event was. The 26.5mm postmark - “S. Petersburg * Tempo. P.
Tel. Br. Off. * - is exceptionally rare, and has been recorded only in black.

I. Special One-Time Events:
J. Russian Participation at Foreign
Expositions:
1. The Postal Department at the U.S.
Columbian Exposition, 1893.
In the last third of the 19th century, the
Russian Post began to put on displays of
its operations for the public. Moscow’s
1872 Polytechnic Exhibition was the first
large (domestic) show in which the Post
participated, but it progressed rather
quickly after that. In 1893, for instance,
the Main Post-and-Telegraph Administration sent numerous static-display
models, paintings and postal artifacts to
the Columbian Exposition in Chicago to
demonstrate the geographical and climatic
challenges facing postmen as they carried
the mail.

A painting by D. Zaytsev, showing mail transportation in winter along the frozen Vychegda River in
Vologda Province. It was displayed at Moscow in
1872 and at Chicago.

On reverse.

The Imperial Russian Commissioner
General to the 1893
Chicago Exposition
sent this wrapper to
M.I. von Krone in
St. Petersburg. It
arrived in the capital
on 21 November
1893 (green postmark).

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.
Seasonal offices usually (but not always) operated during the summer months.
The annual fair at Nizhni Novgorod (Nizhegorodskaya yarmarka) was the biggest in the
world, playing host to what George Kennan called “…an annual paroxysm of intense and
unnatural activity… followed by a long interval of torpor and stagnation.” Merchants would
come from thousands of miles away to sell, trade and buy in the stone city constructed
specifically for this event. The Fair opened at Nizhni in 1817 after the original fairgrounds at
nearby Makar’yevskaya burned down, and it survived throughout the Imperial period. Until
the Soviets eliminated it after 1929, only the Civil War could interrupt it; no fairs were held
from 1918 to 1921. The Great Fair usually opened on 15 July and closed around 10
September. In its heyday, approximately 200,000 people would visit it each year.

A view of the Fairgrounds from the opposite bank.

Beginning in 1858, a postal branch office
would be set up each year on the
Fairgrounds to accept and deliver mail.
This is the first cancel made for the Fair’s
temporary post office. It translates as
“Nizhni Novgorod Fair / Postal Branch
Office / 21 August” [1858].

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

The Old Main Fairgrounds Building.
(Picture from The Russian Empire in Photographs, accessed
at all-photo.ru/empire/index.en.html.)

The overwhelming majority of mail throughout
the Fair’s existence was commercial, but owing
to its sheer size, this event still generated a
goodly amount of private mail. A large
percentage of the correspondence went back to
or through Moscow, especially after the
Moscow-Nizhni-Novgorod RR began operations in 1862.

Domestic usage from the Fair.

An ordinary letter posted from the Fair to a private address in Moscow in the summer of
1858, bearing the event’s only straight-line cancel type on Russia #2 (10-kopeck
perforated.).
“NIZhEGOR: YaRM. / POChT: OTDYeL: / 21 AVGUSTA.”
(Nizhn. Novg. Fr. / Post. Branch Off. / 21 August.)
Recorded range: 1858.
Measurements: 35 x 15mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

Main Postal Administration Order #157 of 17 August 1858 introduced dotted numeral
cancels of various shapes for postal branch offices and postal stations, but too late for
that year’s fair. Number 30 in a truncated hexagon of dots was issued to the Nizhni
Novgorod Fair’s temporary post office, the only seasonal establishment thus recognized.

 Domestic usage from the Fair.

Recorded range: 18591861.
Dimensions: ~30 x 17mm.
Color(s): Black.

A folded letter mailed
from the Fair to
Moscow, posted on 11
August 1861 and
bearing the “30-indots” cancel.

Date and location at top of letter:
“Nizhegorodskaya Yarmorka.”

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

Posted from the Fair on 1 September
1869, this commercial folded letter
arrived at the Moscow Central
Branch Office at 2 p.m. on the
following day.

“NIZHEGOROD. YARMARKA” in
serif letters, date in three lines
(day-month-year order) with a
device at the bottom.
Recorded range: 1865-1885.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

Domestic usage from the Fair.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.
Domestic usage from the Fair.

Obverse.

“NIZhEGORODSK. YaRMARKA” (serifs)

On reverse.

Recorded range: 1874-1881.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

Three-line-date cancel,
fleuron at base.

An ordinary-mail envelope posted at the Fair on the evening of 3 September 1874 to
Moscow. It arrived the following day.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

Domestic usage to the Fair.

Three-line-date postmark, fleuron at base.
Recorded range: 1883-1892.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

A 7-kop. postal stationery
envelope,
mailed from St. Petersburg’s 3rd City
Post Branch Office
via the 1st Dispatch
Office at the Main
PO to a merchant at
the Fair, 24 July
1892. It was routed
through Moscow on
the Nizhni Novgorod
Railroad, arriving on
26 July.

Arrival mark
on reverse.
“NIZHEGOROD. YARMARKA”
(sans serif letters).

A picture postcard produced in Dresden, Germany and sold by the
A. Segal’ firm at the Fair. The Fairgrounds are in the distance.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

“NIZhEGORODSK.
YaRMARKA / (fleuron)
Recorded range: 1882-1893.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

On reverse.
(sans serif)
Date plug
rotated 90° left.

An
envelope
mailed from St.
Petersburg’s 4th
City Post Branch
Office to the
Nizhni Novgorod
Fair on 11 August
1893. The text is
the same as that
for the one used
from 1874 to
1881, but the font
lacks serifs and is
slightly bigger.

At left: A PPC
showing the steamer
piers
along
the
Fairgrounds
River
Bank.
(Unknown publisher
and date of issue.)

II. The Seasonal Offices:
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

Commercial
mail sent locally
at the Fair on 3
August
1895,
probably from
one merchant to
another. Highly
unusual usage.

Local usage at
the Fair.

“1 NIZhEGORODSKAYa YaRMARKA / 1 / POChT. TEL. OTD.”

Serial “1” cross-date style.
Recorded range: 1894-1898.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

During the 1890s there were at least five cancel types in use, three of them
simultaneously. This cross-date type - “4 N. NOVGOROD YaRMARKA 4 / POChT. TEL.
OTD.” - has only been recorded on this one loose stamp. At least two other serial
numbers must exist.

Recorded range: 1896.
Diameter: 25mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.
The Fair’s temporary post-and-telegraph office was capable of handling any kind of mail,
although its primary load was ordinary and registered correspondence. This registered cover
was sent from the Fair on 28 July 1894 to Stockholm, one of approximately 30,000 registered
pieces of mail to be handled in that year.
International usage from the Fair.

“2 NIZhEGORODSKAYa
YaRMARKA / 2 / POChT.
TEL. OTD.”

Serial “2” cross-date cancel.
Recorded range: 1894-1898.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

On reverse:

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.
Domestic usage
from the Fair.
The cover was sent to
Riga from the Fair on
31 August 1894.

“N. NOVGOROD
(NA YaRMARKYe)”
(“at the Fair”) 3-linedate cancel, serial
“9.”
Recorded range:
1891- 1899.
Diameter: 25mm.
Color(s): Black.

International usage
from the Fair.
A PPC to San Francisco, mailed on 21
August 1899.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.
Domestic usage
from the Fair.
Mailed on 23 July
1901 from the Fair
to Revel’, Estlyand
Province. Postagedue mark at lower
left, filled in by pen
for two kopecks.
(One-kop. deficiency.)

Recorded range: 1901.
Dimensions: 29x22mm.
Color(s): Black.

“10 NIZhNIY NOVGOROD YaRMARKA / 10 /
POChT. TEL. OTD.” (post-and-telegraph branch
office). Cross-date cancel, serial “10.” (Serial #s
7, 9, 10 and 12 are the only ones recorded.)

Recorded range: 19001903.
Diameter: 28.5mm
Color(s): Black.

The New Main Fairgrounds Building, constructed in 1896. Site of
the temporary post-andtelegraph office. (Unknown publisher and
date of issue.)

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni
Novgorod.

View from the Main Fairgrounds Building of
the sand island and bridge to Nizhni Novgorod.
(From Istoriya Nizhegorodskoy yarmarki, accessed on 21
November 2008 at
www.admcity.nnov.ru/references/arch/fair/fair6.html.)

The tremendous growth in commerce at
the Fair attracted interest from around
the world. In 1866, for instance, the
U.S. ambassador visited there with a
view to increasing trade with Russia.
Dealers from all over the Eurasian
continent came to set up shop at the
Fairgrounds. Even the tourist trade
boomed, as people from Europe came to
shop and see the famous Fair.

International usage from the Fair.

Above left: Fragment of a PPC mailed from the Fair on 19 July 1901, cross-date
serial “10.” Above right: A PPC from the Fair to Trieste, Austro-Hungary,
mailed on 9 July 1902, serial “9.”

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

“Nizhegorodskaya
Yarmarka” bridgetype cancel.
Recorded range:
1904-1915.
Diameter: 25, 25.5
or 26mm, depending
on the serial letter.
Color(s): Black,
violet.
International usage
from the Fair.

27 July 1904, serial “g” to Paris, France.

The
bridge-type
date stamps were
introduced by Main
Post-and-Telegraph
Administration
Circular #9 of 3
February
1903,
months in advance
of that year’s Fair,
but
no
Fair
postmarks of this
type have been
recorded from 1903.

At left: 26 July
1905, serial “g” on a
PPC to Tambov.
Domestic usage from the Fair.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

International usage from the Fair.
Mailed from the Fair to Leipzig, Germany on 6 August 1905. “Nizhegorod. Yarmor” variety
(vice the more proper “Yarmar.”). This cancel was in use only during the summer of 1905.

Recorded range: 1905.
Diameter: 25mm.
Color(s): Black.

A view of the Fair’s bridge (foreground) to the city and the
Oka River. (From a PPC elsewhere in this exhibit.)

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade: The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.
Due to the commercial nature of the Fair, its temporary PTO was required to
handle large volumes of package and parcel mail. Despite that, parcel-post
forms are rarely encountered. Higher-value stamps like the 1-rub. at left
were soaked off parcel-post and money-order forms in considerable
numbers - they are much easier to find.

11 Aug. 1906, serial “m.”

Only recorded example of a parcelpost label from the Fair.

International usage from the Fair.
This parcel post card was mailed by a resident of Polangen, Kurlyand Province who was
attending the Fair. With a declared value of 100 rubles, it left the Fairgrounds on 15
August 1906 (serial “m” canceller) and reached the German-Palestine Bank in Jaffa, just
south of Jerusalem, on 1 September 1906.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade: The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

“NIZhEGORODSKAYa YaRMARKA” serial “l,” 15 Aug. 1910 (left),
22 Aug. 1915 (center), 17 Aug.
1910 (right).

International
usage from
Fair.

The “NIZhEGORODSKAYa YaRMARKA” bridge-type postmarks
overlapped the “NIZhNIY-YaRMARKA” type for most of the
latter’s existence. They can be
found with a variety of serial letters
extending up to at least “m” on a
considerable range of mail categories: ordinary, registered, parcel
post and postal money orders.

the

The PPC, printed by
“I. Lapina Art.
Lith.” in Paris, was
sent from the Fair to
France on 17 Aug.
1906. It shows a
view of the city as
seen from the Fairgrounds.

Serial “i,” 17 August
1906.
Recorded range for
this type: 1904-1915.
Diameter: 25-26mm,
depending on which
serial letter is present.
Color(s): Black, violet.
Obverse.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni
Novgorod – Kanavino.

The village of “Kunavino” (sic), immediately to the south of the Fairgrounds.
N

This registered
cover was posted from Kanavino to Kegel’,
Estlyand
Province, on 16
Aug. 1907. It
would have been
processed by the
Fair’s temporary
PTO. Serial “a”
cancel.

The Fairgrounds were divided up into 11 postal sections, nine of them on the
Fairgrounds proper, the other two in the so-called “Makar’yevskaya” section south of the
grounds. This included the village of Kanavino, which had its own permanent post
office, but during the Fair all of its mail was handled by the Nizhni Novgorod temporary
post office at the Main Fairgrounds Building.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

The Great Fair was important enough
economically to warrant having its
own revenue stamps. Prior to the turn
of the century, new stamps were issued
each year (left, 1896 5-kopeck revenue
stamp), but in the 1900s the authorities
switched to once each decade (right,
“190-” 60-kopeck revenue stamp).

International printed-matter usage from the Fair.

Around 1907 the Postal Department introduced a new date stamp type for the Fair, this one
omitting any mention of “Novgorod.” Now it was simply “Nizhniy-Yarmarka,” and the
type saw steady use until 1928. There were many serial letters used, although as the
cancels wore out the letters were not replaced; postal authorities simply reached further
into the alphabet and added more serial letters.

II. The Seasonal Offices. A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod - Errors.
The offices at the fairgrounds operated for so many years and used so many different
cancellers that date-stamp errors had a better chance to creep in. In this respect, the
Nizhni Novgorod Fair Temporary PTO stands alone among the Russian seasonal and
special operations; no other serial-letter errors have been reported for any other
temporary post office.

From the Fair to
Kryukovo
Station,
Moscow
Province,
posted on 26 July
1910.
Latin “s” serial letter
error (reversed
Cyrillic “g.”)
Recorded range for
the “s” error: 19091913.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

Domestic usage
from the Fair.

The PPC at right
shows the confluence
of the Oka and Volga
Rivers, viewed from
the city. The northernmost tip of the Fairgrounds are visible in
the distance.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.
Domestic wrapper-mail usage from the Fair.

A wrapper posted from
the Fair on 5 August
1911 to Nizhne-Turinskiy zavod, Perm’ Province and assessed an
indeterminate amount
of postage due.
Serial “z” NIZhNIYYaRMARKA cancel and
oval “TO PAY / NIZh.
YaRMARKA” postage
due marking.

“DOPLATIT’ / NIZh. YaRMARKA”
Recorded
range: 1911.
Dimensions: 29 x
22mm.

A 1912 PPC issued by
the A. A. Bochkarev
firm in Nizhni-Novgorod, showing the
Fairgrounds and surrounding area plus Lake
Meshcherskoye in the
distance.

II. The Seasonal Offices: A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

Construction work on the Main Fairgrounds
Building was completed in 1890. The temporary
post office and telegraph were located on the
second floor.
Reverse

A “Greetings from the Nizhni
Novgorod Fair” card, showing the
Main Fairgrounds Building and a
view of Tsar’s Street during spring
flooding.

Posted at the Fairgrounds (“NIZhNIY-YaRMARKA” bridge-style cancel, serial “ye,”) to
Korcheva in Tver’ Province, 28 July 1912. Domestic usage from the Fair.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

The NIZhNIY-YaRMARKA serial “ye” canceller survived for at least four fairs (19111914), and it has been recorded on a wide
variety of stamp denominations, proof that
the handstamp was used for several
categories of mail.

Reverse: A color photo of the Main
Fairgrounds Building.

Domestic usage from the Fair.

A PPC mailed from the Fair on 5 August 1912 to a village near St.
Petersburg. The serial “ye” cancels on the four stamps at right range from
August 1912 to 15 August 1914.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade: The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.
The “NIZhNIY-YaRMARKA” date stamp enjoyed the longest run of any of the Fair
postmarks. Fair cancels, for instance, have been recorded with serial letters extending at
least up to “u” (the 21st letter of the Cyrillic alphabet). Therefore it is encountered by far
the most often as a type, but a number of the individual serial letters are difficult to find.

Domestic usage
from the
Fair.

“NIZhNY-YaRMARKA”-style date stamp, serial “z” (the eighth letter in the Cyrillic
alphabet), on a PPC to Bykovo, Moscow Province, mailed on 11 August 1911.

The reverse at left
shows the Chinese
Quarter of the Fairgrounds
partially
flooded, a yearly
occurrence.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade: The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

International usage from the Fair.
Above: Serial “z”
canceller on a nonregistered letter to
France, 27 August
1913.
At left: An A.M.K.
PPC showing a
Volga
side-wheel
steamer.
Posted
from the Fair on 22
July 1917 to Baku.
(Serial “u.”)

Domestic usage
from the Fair.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod.

Serial “d,” 1909.

Serial “b,” 1910.
Serial “v” (third letter of
the Cyrillic alphabet),
1907.

Recorded range for
this type: 19071928.
Dimensions: 25.5 to
27.5mm.
Color(s): Black.
Serial “o,” 1917.

Serial “s,” 1913.

The receipt portion of
a money order for 8.53
rubles,
sent
from
Zhitomir on 2 August
1916 from the Office
of the L’vov Governor
to a firm or an
individual at the Fair,
arriving on the 10th.
This is an unusual
and rare usage: a
NIZhNIY-YaRMARKA
(serial “p”) date stamp
used as an arrival
mark on a postal
money order.

Serial “n,” 1915.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
The Great Fair of Nizhni
Novgorod.

Above: Ruins of the
Chinese Quarter at the
Fair. Photo by M.P.
Dmitriyev.
(Accessed on 22 Nov. 2008
at
www.admcity.nnov.ru/refe
rences/arch/fair/fair7.html.)

International usage
(airmail) from the
Fair.

The Nizhni Novgorod Fair was closed from 1918
through 1921 due to the disruptions of the Civil War.
The Soviets re-started it in 1922, but it never regained
its former glory, and was finally closed in early 1930
after the New Economic Plan (NEP) was abandoned.
This is a registered airmail cover posted from the
Fairgrounds’ PTO No. 1 to Berlin on 23 August 1924.
“Nizhniy-Yarmarka” bridge-style canceller, serial “u.”
Imperial-period registration handstamp on reverse, No.
602. It reached Moscow on the 24th and Berlin on the
26th. Extremely rare.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade: The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod Branch Offices.

Nizhni Novgorod to Copenhagen, 14 April 1916, well before the normal opening date of
the Fair. The registration label is that of the Fair’s 1st Branch Office; the date stamp “NIZhNIY NOVGOROD / v / 1” - is also from the 1st Branch Office, but makes no
mention of the Fair. This is because during the non-Fair months, “No. 1” was actually
the main post-and-telegraph office (PTK) in the city. During the Fair, what had been the
city’s PTK became one of two branch offices of the Fairgrounds Post-and-Telegraph
Office, which then became the city’s temporary PTK. (It is possible that supply
problems due to the war forced postal officials at the Nizhni Novgorod PTK to employ
stocks normally allotted for use during the Fair.) Examined by Military Censor No. 51
in Moscow.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
A. Civilian Trade:
1. The Great Fair of Nizhni Novgorod - Branch Offices.
Late in its existence, the Fair acquired a second branch
office on its grounds, this at Platochnaya Square, the
only seasonal temporary office in all of Russia to have
one.

Nizhni Novgorod Fair 2nd Postal Branch
Office, serial “d” of 23 July 1914.
2nd Postal Branch Office, serial
“g” of 26 August 1914.

Cancellations were not the only things that proliferated at the Fair. Dozens of picture
postcards were produced in Russian and Western Europe by a number of firms for sale to
tourists, vendors and buyers. (Oddly enough, no vignettes have been recorded from this
event.) The Chinese Quarter in drier times is shown on this PPC produced in Dresden,
Germany and sold by the A. Segal’ firm at the Fair.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
B. Civilian Navigation: The White Sea Steamers.

White Sea Steamer No. 3, serial
“a,” 8 August 1914.

White Sea Steamer No. 4, no
serial letter, 18 August 1915.

White Sea Steamer No. 2, serial “a,” on a picture postcard addressed to Kuzomen’ in
Arkhangel’sk Province, 30 June 1909.
These steamers belonged to the Arkhangel’sk-Murmansk Express Steamship Company,
and sailed from 1 May to 1 October each year, weather and ice permitting. Number 2 ran
between Arkhangel’sk and Knyasha-Guba, Number 3 between Arkhangel’sk and
Malovolokov, and Number 4 between Arkhangel’sk and Shueretskoye. Although they
carried relatively few passengers, every year the Post-and-Telegraph Department assigned
an official to each ship to handle what little mail there was.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
1. The Riga Beach: a. Majorenhof, Liflyand Province.
Insofar as temporary post
offices were concerned,
the densest concentration
in the Russian Empire
was found at the Riga
Beach. These were the
seaside resorts and public
bathing areas of Assern,
Bilderlingshof, Dubbeln,
and Majorenhof, all
situated within an eightmile stretch; several
other
resorts
with
temporary post offices
were located not far
inland.

The PPC was produced by the Riga firm of Verlag Lenz & Rudolf ca. 1904.

International usage from the resort.
A postcard sent from
Majorenhof Postal Station
(then the temporary postal
facility) to Switzerland on 21
August 1885. Serial “1”
canceller.

Recorded range: 1882-1890.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
1. The Riga Beach:
a. Majorenhof, Liflyand Province.

Majorenhof Train Station, from a PPC of the
period.

Domestic usage to the resort.

“MAIORENGOF P[ostal]
S[tation] / 1 Liflyand.
P[rovince] / 1.”

Above: An ordinary letter
from St. Petersburg via
Riga
to
Majorenhof,
posted on 8 June 1888 and
arriving on the 10th.
Below: A letter card from
Majorenhof to Byelostok,
mailed on 17 July 1890.
Both items bear Majorenhof Postal Station
serial “1” date stamps,
used interchangeably as
arrival and dispatch markings.

Domestic usage from the resort.

II. The Seasonal Offices. C. Vacation Areas:
1. The Riga Beach: a. Majorenhof, Liflyand Province.

Domestic
usage to the
resort.

Recorded range:
Aug. 1894- July
1896.
Diameter: 24mm.
Color(s): Black.
At some point, probably in the late 1880s or early 1890s, the postal station at
Majorenhof that had served as the temporary postal facility was upgraded to a
(temporary) postal branch office. Above: A cross-date arrival mark showing Pocht. Otd.
(postal branch office) at the bottom, serial “2,” 21 July 1896, on a postcard from Vil’na
via Riga. Below: A picture postcard of the Riga Beach, produced in Paris and sold by
Hebensparger & Co. in Riga.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
1. The Riga Beach:
a. Majorenhof, Liflyand
Province.
At left: Another Hebensparger & Co..
picture postcard, produced ca. 1904, and
below: a 7-kop. postal stationery envelope
sent from Majorenhof to Hannover,
Germany on 31 July 1895. (Cross-date
type, serial “2” canceller.)
The Baedeker Guide said that Majorenhof
was the biggest and noisiest of the Riga
Beach resorts, with about 80,000 people
visiting it each summer. It also spoke
favorably of the sea view, gardens and
summer concerts in the town, but neglected
to inform its readers about the address of
the temporary post office there. That office
was upgraded to permanent sometime in the
late 1890s or early 1900s.

International
usage from
the resort.

II. The Seasonal Offices. C. Vacation Areas.
1.
The Riga Beach: b. Bilderlingshof, Liflyand Province.
The farthest point
east on the Riga
Beach was occupied
by Bilderlingshof
and a temporary
post-and-telegraph
office staffed with
officials from the
Riga PTO. The card
at left was mailed
from the resort to
Munich, Germany
on 16 June 1913
(serial “b” bridgestyle canceller).

International usage from the resort.
Bil’derlingshof was established as a
temporary postal branch office in June
1907, upgraded to a temporary PTBO in
August of the same year, and became
permanent in May 1915.

At right is the
reverse of this
French-produced
but Hebensparger&-Co.-sold picture
postcard, showing
the railroad bridge
over the Aa River,
near the resort.

Recorded range: August 1911 June 1913.
Diameter: 28.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. Seasonal Offices. C. Vacation Areas:
1. The Riga Beach: b. Bilderlingshof, Liflyand Province.

Among the seasonal offices in the Baltic area, Bilderlingshof is encountered rather
frequently on postcards from the 1910s. It was enjoyed by Germans as well as Balts,
although the railroad traffic cannot have contributed to their relaxation. Above: A
different PPC view (produced by Hebensparger & Co. in Riga) of the railroad bridge
over the Aa River.

Domestic usage
from the resort.

Bilderlingshof
to
Pushkino,
Moscow
Province, mailed on
19 August 1911.
Serial “b” cancel.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
1. The Riga Beach:
c. Assern, Liflyand Province.

“ASSERN LIFL.” serial “a” bridge-style
canceller.
Recorded range: August 1910 - June 1912.
Diameter: 28.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

Assern was the westernmost of the Riga Beach
resorts. It was served by a temporary post-andtelegraph office, most probably staffed by officials
from the Riga Post Office a few miles away. Like
the other seasonal operations, it was open from June
to September.

International usage from the resort.

A picture postcard sent from Assern to England on 25 June 1912. The sender writes that
“Yesterday we went for a lovely excursion on the Ar, a very broad river, crowded with
timber rafts. The air is splendid here. I bathe every day.”

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
1. The Riga Beach: d. Kemmern, Liflyand Province.
Kemmern was a popular resort spa southwest of the Riga Beach, close by along the main
railroad through Liflyand Province. The temporary post office there was open only
during the summer months in the late 19th century.

Domestic usage to
the resort.

A reply-paid postcard
addressed to “Bad
Kemmern” and sent
from Gazenpot, Kurlyand Province via
Riga on 25-26 June
1894.

Three-line date stamp “KEMMERN LIFL. PROV. POST. BRANCH OF.,” serial “1.”

Recorded range:
June 1894 - May
1898.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.
A PPC showing the
road to the hermitage
in Kemmern, produced by an unknown printer ca.
1914.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
2. Kurtengof, Liflyand Province.

Kurtengof was a popular resort area along the Riga-Orel RR, and it also served as the
postal facility for Petrovskiy lager’, a nearby military camp. Despite that, little
philatelic material survives from it today. For much of its existence, the temporary
postal facility there was not even classified as a lowly branch office. Its season ran from
10 May to 10 September every year.

International usage to the resort.

A picture postcard from Interlaken, Switzerland to Kurtenhof, posted on 30 July 1909
and received at Kurtenhof on 21 July (Old Style). The arrival mark reads, “Temp.
Kurtengof Postal Branch Office, serial “a.”
Recorded range: July 1909 to July 1910.
Diameter: 28.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
3. Korf, Estlyand Province.
Korf is a considerable puzzle. No official postal guide or list available in the West
lists its post office as temporary, yet the few known cancels all read “Korf, Estl., Temp.
P.O.” It is possible that it started as a probationary post office (i.e., not seasonal) and
was upgraded to permanent status that same year, but continued to use its original
canceller. All of the recorded examples are serial “a.”

Recorded range: Nov. 1917.
Diameter: 28mm.
Color(s): Black.

Domestic usage from Korf.

Korf to the Estlyand Temporary Zemstvo Council in Revel’, 11 November 1917, well
outside the usual range for seasonal offices. This is evidently another instance of an
“upgraded-to-permanent” office continuing to use its temporary canceller after the
Bolshevik coup in October 1917.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
4. Ust’-Narva, Estlyand Province.

This seaside resort at Hungerburg in Estlyand Province was open during the summer
months for bathers and vacationers. The officials who comprised the staff of the Ust’Narva Temporary Postal Branch Office are thought to have come from the Revel’ Postand-Telegraph Office on temporary duty.
Toward the end of the Imperial period, Ust’-Narva became known as Ust’-Narova.

International usage from the resort.

Mailed at Ust’-Narva on 5 July 1884 to Brussels, Belgium, this postcard transited the St.
Petersburg 5th Dispatch Office on the following day.
The serial “1” cancel reads “UST’-NARVA P.O. / ESTLYaND PROV.”

Recorded range: July 1884
Diameter: 24.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
4. Ust’-Narova, Estlyand Province.

Domestic usage to the
resort.
Recorded range: July 1917.
Diameter: 30mm.
Color(s): Black.

Ust’-Narova/Ust’-Narva/
Hungerburg was situated a
considerable distance downriver from the town of Narva, requiring a steamboat trip
of one hour, or longer by
carriage along the road.

A free-frank letter from the Tsarskoye
Selo Institution for Crippled Veterans to
Ust’-Narova, censored in Petrograd by
Military Censor 5604. It reached the
resort on 13 July 1917. Bridge-style
postmark, serial “v.”

Narva

Obverse.

II. The Seasonal Offices. C. Vacation Areas.
5. St. Petersburg’s Suburbs: a. Pargolovo, St. Petersburg Province.

Domestic usage from the park.
The Pargolovo Temporary Postal
Branch Office was in a popular
vacation area 15 kilometers
north of St. Peters-burg, near a
series of lakes. Postal personnel
from the Main Post Office
would staff it and the other
seasonal offices every summer.
This postcard was sent from
Pargolovo to St. Petersburg on
22 June 1884, and bears the first
recorded cancel type from this
seasonal operation: “S.P.B. Main
Post Office / Pargolovsk. Temp.
P. Branch Office,” serial “1.”

At one time or another, there were four seasonal post offices in the St. Petersburg area: Lyesnoye,
Shuvalovo, Pargolovo and Novaya Derevnya. All were popular places to which residents of “Piter”
would escape.

Pargolovo
Novaya
Derevnya

Shuvalovo
Lyesnoye

Map from Baedeker’s La Russie, 2nd ed., Leipzig, 1897.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
5. St. Petersburg’s Suburbs:
a. Pargolovo, St. Petersburg Province.

The train station at Pargolovo, from a
PPC of the era.

“S.P.B. Main Post
Office / Pargolovo
Temp. Post.
Branch Office,”
serial “1.”

Pargolovsk. 3-line
date stamp.
Recorded range:
Aug. 1881.
Diameter: 25.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

International usage from the park.

A mourning cover mailed from
Pargolovo on 11 August 1881 via
St. Petersburg to Paris, France.

Obverse.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
5. St. Petersburg’s Suburbs: a. Pargolovo, St. Petersburg
Province.
Domestic usage from the park.
21 July 1888,
serial “2.”

A postcard from Pargolovo
to Germany, posted on 1
July 1887.

Recorded range: July
1887 - July 1888.
Diameter: 25mm.
Colors: Black, blue.
The three-line serial “2” cancel appears to have been replaced
around 1890.

A postal envelope
from Pargolovo to
St. Petersburg, sent
on 7 September
1887. The cancellers read “S.P.B.
Main Post Office /
Pargolovo
Temp.
P.O.” Serial #s 1
and 2 have been
recorded.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
5. St. Petersburg’s Suburbs:
b. Shuvalovo, St. Petersburg
Province.

Shuvalovo Train Station.

“S.P.B. Main Post Office / Shuvalov. Temp. P.
Off.” three-line-date type, serial “2.”
Recorded range: July 1901.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

This area was a beautiful park and “German colony”
owned by Count Shuvalov and located 11 kilometers
north of St. Petersburg. A temporary post office staffed
by St. Petersburg GPO officials opened there each
summer to serve crowds of Petersburgers seeking
escape from the capital.

Domestic usage to the park.

Mailed at the SPB 1st City Post Office on 3 July 1901, this card bears three arrival marks
dated 3, 4 and 5 July. Failing to find the recipient at Shuvalovo, the postal authorities
redirected it to Bol’she-Pargolovo.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas. 5. St. Petersburg’s Suburbs: c.
Lyesnoye, St. Petersburg Province.

Both covers:
international
usage from
the park.

“S.P.B. Main
Post Office /
Lyesnoye Temp.
P. Off.” (serial
“2”).

Lyesnoye was a large wooded parkland surrounding the Forestry Institute, six kilometers
north of St. Petersburg, heavily frequented by hikers and picnickers during the summer
months. At top: Lyesnoye to London, 10 August 1886. At bottom: Lyesnoye to
Leipzig, Germany, 3 July 1890. Both cancellers are serial “2” three-line-date types.
Recorded range: Aug. 1886 - July 1890. Diameter: 26mm. Color(s): Black, blue.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
5. St. Petersburg’s Suburbs:
c. Lyesnoye, St. Petersburg Province.

Lyesnoye,
July 1886.
International usage from the park.

Lyesnoye to Bonn, Germany, mailed on 8 July 1887. It was taken first to the St. Petersburg
City Post office at the Main Post Office (red postmark), then transferred to the 5th Dispatch
Office (dark blue postmark) as outbound international mail, all on the same day. Serial “2”
cancel in blue.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas: 6. Staraya Russa, Novgorod Province.

This office opened every summer in
May when large numbers of people
came to “take the waters” and enjoy the
mineral-water baths at the eastern edge
of town, approximately two kilometers
from the train station. The temporary
city PTO does not appear in official
postal lists until 1913.
Reverse.

“Staraya Russa Novg[orod Province] / b / Temp. City P.T.O.”
Recorded range of the bridge-type serial “b” date stamp: 1913-1915.
Diameter: 27mm. Color(s): Black.
International usage from the spa.

A PPC sent from the Staraya Russa Temporary City Post-and-Telegraph Office to
Nice, France on 7 July 1914. Serial “b” cancel.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
6. Staraya Russa, Novgorod Province.

Domestic usage from the spa.
Staraya Russa to Warsaw, 11 May 1915. The sender writes that “Karlsbad seems
like heaven compared to Staraya Russa.” Serial “b” bridge-type cancel.

Reverse of the card, showing the lake and the gallery in
the park. Issued by Mezhebovsky in 1913.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
6. Staraya Russa, Novgorod Province.
PPC mailed aboard
Railroad Mail Car
No. 140 on the
Kislovodsk-Mineral’nye Vody route,
10 June 1912. It
transited St. Petersburg and Staraya
Russa on 17 June,
reaching the spa the
same day.
The serial “a” postmark at center has
been recorded from
June 1912 to late
summer 1913. It is
more elusive than
the serial “b.”
Domestic usage to the spa.
Domestic usage from the spa.

PPC from Staraya Russa to
St. Petersburg,
posted on 25
May 1913. Serial “a” canceler.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
7. Moscow and Suburbs:
a. Khodynskoye Pole, Moscow Province.

The Tsar’s Pavilion at Khodynskoye
Pole in 1896.
(From a photo by L.L. Konoshevich, accessed
at
www.univer.omsk.su/omsk/socstuds/nicholas2
/4.html on 23 May 2008.)

Khodynskoye Pole (Khodynka Field) was an area
outside Moscow near Petrovsky Park. This place gained
notoriety in May 1896 during Nicholas II’s coronation
ball when the crowd at the festival stampeded and
approximately 1,400 people were trampled to death.
A small temporary postal branch office was set up and
staffed there by Moscow GPO workers each summer.

Domestic usage from the park.
Khodynskoye Pole to Moscow, posted on 8 June 1898.

Recorded range: June 1898.
Diameter: 24.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

“1 Khodynskoye Polye 1 /
Mosc. Prov.”

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas. 7. Moscow and Suburbs:
b. Perlovka, Moscow Province.

Recorded range: July
1915.
Diameter: 29mm.
Color(s): Black.

A popular dacha area on the outskirts of Moscow, Perlovka (or
Perlovskoye) was the hereditary estate of the S.V. Perlov tea-merchant
family. At the time these postcards were sent, Perlovka was only six
years old - construction on its layout and facilities did not begin until
1909.

Perlovka to the
Konstantinovsky
Survey Institute
in Moscow, 15
July 1915.
Serial “a” cancel.

Domestic usage
from the dacha
area.

Domestic usage
to the dacha
area.

Temporary PTO to
temporary PO: A
PPC sent from the
Nizhni-Novgorod
Fair to Dacha #2 at
Perlovskoye, arriving
on 30 July 1915.
Serial
“a”
date
stamp.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
7. Moscow and Suburbs:
c. Pokrovskoye-Glyebovo, Moscow Province.
Pokrovskoye-Glyebovo was a forested park northwest of Moscow.
The capital’s elite established dachas
there in the early 1800s.

Reverse.
The Pokrovskoye Rabbit-Breeding Facility.

Recorded range: June
1908.
Diameter: 27mm.
Color(s): Black.

International usage from the dacha area.

Mailed at Pokrovskoye-Glyebovo on 12 June 1908 to St. Nicolas, Belgium.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
7. Moscow and Suburbs:
d. Sokol’niki, Moscow Province.
This park area northeast of Moscow got its
name from the falconry (sokol - falcon)
practiced there by the early tsars. Established
by Tsar Aleksey Mikhaylovich (1629-1678)
and first opened to the public in 1878, its treelined promenades through the forest, upperclass dachas, pavilions, picnic areas and openair concerts made Sokol’niki Park a favorite
with Muscovites. The temporary post office
there was staffed by officials from Moscow’s
Main Post Office.

The “Krug” Concert Pavilion
in Sokol’niki Park, ca. 1910.
(Picture from all-photo.ru/empire/photos/1830-0.jpg.)

Recorded range: Aug. 1904 - Oct. 1905.
Diameter: 24mm.
Color(s): Black.

International usage from the park.

Moscow-Sokol’niki to Dresden, Germany, posted on 2 October 1905.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas. 7. Moscow and Suburbs:
e. Vorob’evy Gory (Sparrow Hills), Moscow Province.
Sparrow Hills (Vorob’evy gory), on the right bank of the Moscow River southeast of
the city, rises 60-80m above the river and affords an excellent view. Postmarks from
the temporary post office there have only been recorded from 1916 and 1917, with the
latter often being dated later than would be expected from a seasonal (i.e. summer)
establishment. The February 1917 Revolution and October 1917 Bolshevik coup may
have played a role in keeping the office open longer than normal.
Domestic usage
from the park.

Recorded range: July
1916 to Nov. 1917.
Diameter: 28.5mm.
Color(s): Black.
No serial letter or
number.

Above: A 3-kopeck postcard from Sparrow Hills
to a soldier in the 5th
Company of the 24th
Turkestan Rifle Regiment, mailed on 30 July
1917.
At right: “General
view of Moscow from
Sparrow Hills.” The
PPC was issued by I.Ye.
Selin ca. 1914.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas. 7. Moscow and Suburbs:
e. Vorob’evy Gory (Sparrow Hills), Moscow Province.

Vorob’evy Gory (Sparrow Hills) lay to the southwest of Moscow, a popular park area
with an expensive restaurant - Krynkin’s - overlooking the river. The temporary post
office there usually opened around 1 May and closed on 1 September. Postal workers
were sent from the Moscow GPO to staff the office.

Sparrow Hills to Italy, posted on 30 July 1916 and checked by a Moscow military
censor. International usage from the park.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
7. Moscow and Suburbs:
e. Vorob’evy Gory (Sparrow Hills), Moscow Province.

Recorded range: June to July 1917.
Diameter: 28.5mm.
Color(s): Black.
Serial “a.” (No serial “b” postmark
has been recorded.)

Two Imperial-period postal receipts from Vorob’evy Gory used during the Provisional
Government. Above: A package-mail form for a four-pound item to Riga, 21 June 1917.
Below: A money order receipt of 3 July 1917, also to Riga. The date stamps both read
“Moscow Main Post Office, Vorob’evy Gory Postal Branch Office,” serial “a.”

Both forms are domestic usage.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
8. Kazan’-Privolzhskoye, Kazan’ Province.

Every year after the Volga floods had receded, the Kazan’ Post-and-Telegraph Office would
send at least two officials to the temporary post-and-telegraph branch office in this
riverside suburb of Kazan’. The “usual” season for this operation ran from 10 May to 1
November, when navigation on the Volga started to close down, but given the vagaries of
the river and the weather, it could open anywhere between 25 March and 14 April and
close between 23 October and 11 December. River steamers would put in at the wharf
there, allowing their passengers to tour the city before resuming their cruise, and the area
offered restaurants and scenic views of the river.

International usage from the wharf.
A PPC mailed to London on 17 June 1906.
Bridge-type serial “a” cancel.

Recorded range: June 1906 - Aug. 1912.
Diameter: 30mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
8. Kazan’-Privolzhskoye, Kazan’ Province.

Recorded range: July 1911 to
May 1916.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.
Reverse.
This picture postcard, showing one of the steamers plying a stretch of the Volga, was
written by an English-speaking tourist aboard the Imperator Aleksandr II at Stavropol’.
It was then held for two days until the steamer reached Kazan’-Privolzhskoye. Posted to
France at the temporary post-and-telegraph branch office on 8 July 1911, serial “b.”

International usage from the wharf.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas: 8. Kazan’-Privolzhskoye, Kazan’ Province.
This folded letter was posted on 27 May 1916 from the Imperial University in Petrograd, notifying A.A.
Schwartzkopf that he had to report to his draft board immediately. Received at Kazan’-Privolzhskoye
on the 29th, (serial “b” arrival marks), the authorities in Kazan’ and at the Kazan’ Doctor-Patient
Observation Point reported back that Schwartzkopf wasn’t there. Domestic usage to the wharf.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
9. Tinakskiya gryazi, Astrakhan’ Province.

Lake Tinaki, one of three in the immediate area of the spa.
(Picture from asttour.ru/files/Narimanov.pdf, accessed at “Poznay svoy
kray”on 17 September 2008.)

Tinakskiya gryazi was a mud-bath spa on the southwestern end of a salt lake near the right
bank of the Volga, 12 kilometers outside the provincial capital of Astrakhan’. The
authorities opened a temporary postal branch office there in 1886, one year after the entire
spa complex was renovated and expanded, and upgraded it to a temporary post-andtelegraph branch office the following year. Since the spa was usually open from the middle
of June to the middle of July, it is presumed that this would also have been the range of
operations for the temporary PTO.

Domestic usage to the spa.

Recorded range: June 1916.
Diameter: 31mm.
Color(s): Black.

This PPC was mailed aboard a steamer
running from Nizhni Novgorod to
Astrakhan’ on 7 June 1916. It reached
Tinakskiya gryazi on the 11th.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
10. Kodzhory, Tiflis Province.
International
usage from the
mountain resort.
A
PPC
from
Kodzhory to Graz,
Austria, 17 August
1911.
Bridge-type serial
“a” and “b” cancellers.
Recorded range:
Aug. 1911 to Aug.
1916.
Diameter: 28.5mm
Color(s): Black.
Kodzhory, high up in the Caucasus mountains above Tiflis, was a favorite get-away
place for the city’s upper and middle classes during the summer months. Its
temporary post-and-telegraph office handled considerable amounts of mail.

Kodzhory
Tifl.
bridge-type arrival
mark, serial “b,” on
reverse.
Batum to Kodzhory,
mailed on 12 Aug.
1916, censored at
Batum and received
in Kodzhory on 19
August.
Domestic usage to the mountain resort.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
11. The Odessa Lagoons: a. Kuyal’niki, Kherson Province.

Two lagoons approximately eight kilometers north of Odessa served as sanitoria and bathing areas
for the residents of the city. Staffed by officials from the Odessa Main Post Office, the seasonal post
offices opened there from 15 May to 1 September every year.
Kuyal’niki Lagoon, formerly called Andreyevsky Lagoon, was the first of the two to have a
temporary post office.

Domestic usage
from the lagoon.

PPC sent on 20
July 1903 to the
Yekaterinoslav
Tramways Director. This is one of
only a few recorded Kuyal’niki
Lagoon postagedue markings.

Cross-date type, serial “1.”
Recorded range: June 1897
to July 1903.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

Recorded range: July 1903.
Dimensions: 28 x 20.5mm.
Color(s): Violet.

Entrance to the mud baths at Andreyevsky (Kuyal’niki) Lagoon. (From
a PPC in the Bill Nickle collection.)

II. The Seasonal Offices. C. Vacation Areas.
11. The Odessa Lagoons: a. Kuyal’niki, Kherson Province.

International
usage from the
lagoon.

Postal stationery
card sent on 8
June 1897 from
the lagoon via
Odessa to Gand,
Belgium.

The same cross-date serial “1” canceller was in use for at least seven seasons (1897-1903). Like
many of the temporary post office date stamps, this one makes no mention of the office’s status.
On the second card to Belgium below, the canceller shows considerable damage to the rim.

International
usage from the
lagoon.
PPC sent on 29
June 1903 from the
lagoon to Herent,
Belgium.
Cross-date cancel,
serial “1.”

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
11. The Odessa Lagoons: a. Kuyal’niki, Kherson Province.

Recorded range: Aug. 1911 to Aug. 1913.
Diameter: 25.5mm.
(Color(s): Black.

Registered domestic usage to the resort.

Sent registered from
Smolensk on 21 August 1912 to Kuyal’niki Lagoon via
Odessa.
The date
stamp style is the
same as that for
Khadzhibey Lagoon
for this period, i.e., a
“1” at the foot of the
handstamp, denoting
a branch office of the
Odessa PO.

The Andreyevsky Lagoon
waterfront. (From a PPC in the
Bill Nickle collection.)

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
11. The Odessa Lagoons: a. Kuyal’niki, Kherson Province.
Domestic usage from the lagoon.

A small-format picture postcard mailed on 7 June 1916 from a Red
Cross hospital at the lagoon to Ural’sk, examined by Military Censor
No. 225 at its destination. With their already-established
infrastructure and staff, many of the spas, resorts and vacation areas
were ideal places for Russian government and patriotic groups to
treat the military’s millions of sick and wounded.

Recorded range: June 1916.
Diameter: 29mm.
Color(s): Black.

A
long-range
view of Andreyevsky (Kuyal’niki)
Lagoon.
(From a PPC in
the Bill Nickle
collection.)

Reverse.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
11. The Odessa Lagoons: b. Khadzhibey, Kherson Province.
Khadzhibey Lagoon to Rashkov Postal Station in Podolia Province, sent on 8 August 1907.
Serial “a” canceller. (No “b” has been recorded.).
Recorded range: Aug. 1907 to July 1911. Diameter: 26mm. Color(s): Black.

Domestic usage from the lagoon.

Walkway and restaurant at
Khadzhibey Lagoon. (From
a PPC in the Bill Nickle
collection.)

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas.
11. The Odessa Lagoons: b. Khadzhibey, Kherson Province.
“Khadzhibeysky liman,” 1st Postal Branch Office, bridge-type serial “a”
cancel dated 28 June 1913 on a three-kopeck Romanov Jubilee stamp.
Recorded range: June 1913. Diameter: 29.5mm. Color(s): Black.

Khadzhibey liman (lagoon)
boasted bath houses, dachas
and a seasonal PO on its
western shore.
(Scan of picture from another
PPC, courtesy of Bill Nickle.)
Printed by Assedoretfegs in
Odessa.

International
usage from the
lagoon.

PPC posted on 27
July 1911 to Tours,
France. Bridge-type
serial “a” cancel.

II. The Seasonal Offices. C. Vacation Areas:
12. Slavyansk Mineral Waters, Khar’kov Province.

International
usage from the spa.

PPC sent on 18 June
1912 to Geneva,
Switzerland.
Bridge-type serial
“a” cancel, no hatch
marks.
Recorded range:
June 1909 - June
1913.
Diameter: 28mm.
Color(s): Black.

This was a mineral-water and mud-bath spa situated near salt lakes famed for their healing
properties. It was founded in 1832 to treat soldiers, and expanded in later years to include
civilians.

Domestic usage to
the spa.

PPC posted aboard
an Odessa-to-Batum
steamer on 17 June
1912, transiting the
town of Slavyansk.
Bridge-type serial
“a” arrival mark,
dated 19 June 1912.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
12. Slavyansk Mineral Waters,
Khar’kov Province.

Recorded range for the “serial
“b” cancel: Dec. 1915.
Diameter: 31mm.
Color(s): Black.

Slavyansk. The resort’s main hall.
(PPC issued by I. Melikyaits, No. 76 in a series. Mailed in May 1912.
Bill Nickle collection.)

Recorded range for the postagedue mark: Dec. 1915.
Dimensions: ~30 x 23mm.
Color(s): Violet.

Domestic usage from the spa.

Slavyansk Mineral Waters to Dmitriyevskiy, Yekaterinoslav Province, sent unfranked on 3
December 1915 and assessed six kopecks postage due (double the deficiency of three
kopecks). The temporary post office was now operating out of season, most probably due
to the quartering of sick and wounded troops at the spa.
The hatch-marked date stamp should have been introduced at the same time as the
Slavyansk PTO’s similar canceller, i.e. at least as early as the summer of 1912. (See
previous page, card at bottom.)

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
13. Birshtany, Vil’na Province.
Birshtany was a mineral-waters spa in Troki District, approximately 30 kilometers
from the city of Kovno. Although its waters were used for therapeutic purposes as
early as 1841, a spa was not established there until 1854. It had five sources, and its
season ran from 15 May to 20 August.
Birshtany is mentioned as having a temporary post office at least as early as 1886, at
which time it was open from 1 May to 1 September and handled any kind of mail, but
it was below a branch office in status. By the time the card below was mailed in
1905, it had been upgraded to a temporary postal branch office, denoting an increase
in the amount of correspondence it handled. Even so, mail from Birshtany is very
rare.
Domestic usage from the spa.

A PPC addressed to a mineral-waters office at Staraya Russa and posted on 5 June 1905.
Cross-date cancel, serial “1.”
Recorded range: June 1905.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
C. Vacation Areas:
14. Busk, Kyel’tsy Province.

Domestic usage from the resort.
Busk was a resort area approximately 40 km south of Kyel’tsy (Kielce) in the
Kingdom of Poland, and very unusual in that its postal operations were run from a
temporary telegraph office. The office existed at least as early as 1912 and would
not have survived past 1915. (Busk Kurort to Kalish, posted on 22 June 1914.)

Recorded range: June 1914.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

Reverse.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
1. Camp Brest-Litovsk.
Imperial Russia maintained a large standing army that required many training camps
and artillery ranges. Some were important enough to warrant having civilian post
offices and telegraph stations, but the majority of those were temporary because the
camps would sit mostly empty for half of the year, making permanent postal
operations uneconomical.
The serial “1” cross-date-type cancel reads “Brest-Litovsk Lager’ Grodn. G. / P.T.O.”

Recorded range: July 1905.
Diameter: 28.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

Domestic usage from the camp.

Posted by a soldier on 7 July 1905 from Camp Brest-Litovsk, Grodna Province to his
parents at the Marble Palace in St. Petersburg. The temporary civilian PTO at the camp
had no fixed opening or closing dates, operating with staff sent from the Brest-Litovsk
Post Office during the Army’s summer bivouac.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
2. Camp Chuguyev, Khar’kov
Province.

This military camp was located approximately
30 km from Khar’kov on the Seversky-Donets
River. It hosted opposed-forces exercises and
was home to the 9th and 31st Infantry Divisions and their artillery brigades, among other
units.
The Khar’kov Post-and-Telegraph
Office would send officials there every
summer to staff the temporary PTO.

“The Military School’s camp.” (From a PPC shown
at Chuguyevskiy portal, chuguev.at.ua/photo/2-0-9,
accessed on 19 September 2008.)

Domestic usage from the camp.
Camp Chuguyev to Ardatov, Nizhni-Novgorod Province, posted on 11 July 1910.

Serial “a” hatch-marked bridge-style date stamp.
Recorded range: July 1910 to July 1913.
Diameter: 29mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges: 3. Camp Grodno, Grodno Province.
A temporary post-and-telegraph office first opened at Camp Grodno in May 1896. This
cover, sent from Gryazovets Zemstvo to a soldier in the 103rd Petrozavodsk Infantry
Regiment at the camp in May 1897, bears the earliest recorded postmark from Camp Grodno.
It was received on 20 May. Domestic usage to the camp.

Serial “1” cross-date postmark.
Recorded
range: May 1897.
Diameter:
26.5mm.
Color(s): Blue,
should exist in black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
3. Camp Grodna, Grodna Province.
Domestic usage from the camp.

A 3-kop. Romanov postcard sent from Camp Grodna to Suvalki on 2 August 1913. The
recipient was assigned to the 2nd Life Guards Hussar Regiment, serving in a cavalryengineers team. The sender, also a low-ranking soldier, was assigned to the 4th battalion
(arrow) of an unknown unit (probably a part of the 26th Infantry Division) at Camp
Grodna. Despite the camp’s proximity to a provincial capital, mail to or from its
temporary post office is very elusive.

Recorded range: June 1912 to
September 1914.
Diameter: 29mm.
Color(s): Black.
Reverse.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
4. Camp Lyubutskiy, Kaluga Province.

This camp had only a temporary post office (no telegraph station) in the years it was
listed in official postal guides (1913-1916). As no opening and closing dates are given in
those sources for the temporary office there, Camp Lyubutskiy may have operated
sporadically during the summer months. Lyubutskiy was a combat engineer camp
(sapernyy lager’) in operation from at least 1901 to 1914, but its temporary post office
didn’t open for business until 1909. Postmarks from this camp are extremely rare.

Domestic usage from the camp.

Camp Lyubutskiy to Kronshtadt, St. Petersburg Province, mailed on 6 June 1913
(earliest recorded).

Serial “a” bridge-type canceller, “Lyubutskiy-lager’ Kaluzh.”
Recorded range: May 1912 to July 1914.
Diameter: 29.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges: 5. Camp Murav’ev, Kovno Province.
A temporary post-and-telegraph office served Camp Murav’ev during the summer;
there were no fixed opening or closing dates.

Domestic usage from the camp.
A postal money order of 20 June 1907, bearing one of two recorded money-order
labels for Camp Murav’ev. It conveyed 50 kopecks to the commander of the 9th
Yelisavetgrad Dragoons Regiment in Mariampol’ on 20 June 1907. This is one of two
recorded temporary PTO markings on a money order from this camp, and the only
example of the abbreviated form “Murav’ev.” on the label.
“Murav’evskiy lager’ Koven g. / Pocht. Tel. Otd.,” serial “1” cross-date cancel.
Recorded range: June-July 1907. Diameter: 29 mm. Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges: 6. Camp Orany, Vil’na Province.

Reverse, showing the Kobrinsky Regiment’s bathing area on the Oranka River.
The temporary post-and-telegraph office at Camp Orany handled all of the 171st
Kobrinskiy Infantry Regiment’s mail, but little of the correspondence survives today.
This picture postcard, produced by the 171st, left Camp Orany on 12 July 1911 and
reached Penza on the 14th.

Serial “a” bridgetype cancel.
Recorded range:
July 1911-July
1913.
Diameter: 30mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges: 6. Camp Orany, Vil’na Province.

Camp Orany, situated approximately 75 km from Vil’na, was home to the 43rd
Infantry Division, which was
comprised of four infantry
regiments: the 169th NovoTrokskiy, 170th Molodechno,
171st Kobrinskiy and 172nd
Lida.
At left: The only recorded
registered cover from Camp
Orany, posted on 1 August
1913 to Moscow. (Earliest
recorded cancel.)

Domestic registered usage from the camp.

Domestic usage from the camp.

Serial “b” bridge-type
canceller.
Recorded range:
August 1913 to May
1914.
Diameter: 25mm.
Color(s): Black.

At right: A PPC posted
from the camp to “Popovka” Station in St.
Petersburg Province
on 21 May 1914.
(Latest recorded.)

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges: 7. Camp Skobelev, Minsk Province.
Camp
Skobelev
was located near
the town of Baranovichi in Novogrudok District; it
hosted the 30th
and 40th Infantry
Divisions of IV
Army Corps at its
summer exercises,
and at least in
1910 it was the site
of an artillery
muster.
The
temporary
post office’s staff
may have come
from the Minsk,
Baranovichi or GoDomestic usage to the camp.
rodeya Post Offices.
Above: Mileychitsy, Grodno Province to an individual in Company 16 of the 118th Shuya
Infantry Regiment (30th Infantry Division), received on 8 June 1913 (serial “b” date stamp).
Below: Ordinary mail posted from the camp on 21 August 1910 to St. Petersburg. Also a “b.”
Domestic usage from the camp.

Serial “b” bridgetype canceller.
Recorded range:
Aug. 1910 to June
1913.
Diameter: 28.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges: 7. Camp Skobelev, Minsk Province.

Foreign usage to the
camp.
Serial “a” arrival
mark, 13 July 1911.
PPC from Germany to
a volunteer in the
120th Serpukhov Infantry Regiment.

Serial “a” bridge-type postmark, “Skobelevskiy
lager’, Minsk [Province], Temporary Post-andTelegraph Branch Office.”

Domestic usage to
the camp.
Serial “a” arrival
mark, 23 May 1912.
PPC from Stolpun
Station on the Brest
Railroad to a civilian at the camp.

Recorded range: August
1910 to July 1913.
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
7. Camp Skobelev, Minsk Province.

Domestic usage
from the camp.
Serial “a” bridgetype canceller, 16
July 1913.
PPC from the camp
to Minsk.

The temporary post-and-telegraph office at Camp Skobelev was upgraded to permanent, yearround status on 20 September 1913 at the IV Army Corps commander’s request, because a
number of units in the two divisions there were going to remain at the camp through the winter.

Domestic usage from
the camp.

Serial “a” bridge-type
canceller, 7 Aug. 1910.
The PPC is from a
Latvian soldier at the
camp, sent to Riga.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
8. Troitskoye, Syr-Dar’ya Oblast’.

Recorded range: May 1911
to July 1913.
Diameter: 28mm.
Color(s): Black.

Troitskoye was a small settlement located approximately 25
kilometers northeast of Tashkent on the Chirchik River.
Despite its population of fewer than 800 inhabitants in the
1910s, however, every summer it became the site of a military
camp. The Troitskoye temporary postal branch office first
opened for business there in the summer of 1899. It continued
as a summer-only operation until 1914, when it was upgraded
to permanent status.
The postmark is unusual because it makes no mention of
“lager’” or “poligon” to reflect the military nature of the
place.
Domestic usage to the camp.

A PPC mailed on 15 May 1913 from Nikol’sk-Ussuriyskiy to an individual in the
1st Battery of the 2nd Turkestan Rifle Regiment’s artillery battalion in Skobelev,
Fergana Oblast’. It was forwarded to Troitskoye and arrived there on the 28th.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
9. Camp Vil’na, Vil’na Province.

Camp Vil’na was located on the outskirts of Vil’na, the provincial capital. Its temporary
post office first opened for business in May 1885.

International usage from the camp.
Camp Vil’na to Aichach, Bavaria, 4 July 1892, and the second earliest recorded from
that camp. The cancel reads “Vil’na, Temp. P.O. at the Camp,” serial “1.”
This formulation shows that the temporary office was staffed by officials from the
Vil’na Post-and-Telegraph Office.
This cancellation is extremely rare, first of all because camp or range temporary PO
markings prior to the 1900s are seldom seen, regardless of location. Second, the
temporary status of a postal branch office at a camp or range is rarely stated in the
date stamp’s text.

Recorded range: June to July
1892.
Diameter: 25mm.
Color(s): Black.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
9. Camp Vil’na, Vil’na Province.

Camp Vil’na’s temporary PTO was one of the few such serving the military to have
settled opening and closing dates: 14 May to 1 September every year. Vil’na itself
was the site of 3rd Army Headquarters, so troops were constantly quartered at the
camp during the summer.
Probably by the early 1900s, a telegraph operation was added to the temporary post
office at Camp Vil’na, and its mail volume was sufficient to warrant the addition of a
second date stamp, serial “b.”

Recorded range:
June 1908 (only
recorded example).
Diameter: 26mm.
Color(s): Black.
Domestic usage from the camp.

A picture postcard from Camp Vil’na to Kostroma, mailed on 18 June 1908. Serial “b”
cancel.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
9. Camp Vil’na, Vil’na Province.

“Vil’na-lager’” serial “a” bridge-type cancel, 22 July 1915 (latest recorded).

Recorded range: Aug. 1910 to July 1915.
Diameter: 28.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

Domestic usage to the camp.

This PPC was posted aboard Mail Car No. 7 on the Orel-Dvinsk line on 24 June 1913,
transited Vil’na and reached Camp Vil’na on the same day (two arrival marks - red arrows).
It is addressed to an ensign at the headquarters of the Vil’na Military District.

II. The Seasonal Offices. D. Military Camps and Ranges:
10. Camp Vladimir, St. Petersburg Province.

“Vladimirskiy
lager’” serial “a”
bridge-type cancel.

Recorded range:
May 1907 to April
1914.
Diameter: 28.5mm.
Color(s): Black.

This camp in St. Petersburg Province was open only during bivouac, which could be anytime
from April or May to October. Among other outfits, it hosted the 95th Krasnoyarsk Infantry
Regiment when that unit took to the field. Above: Posted from Camp Vladimir on 13 May 1907
(the earliest recorded cancel) to Finland. Below: Camp Vladimir to Cherepovets, Novgorod
Province, 21 May 1912. (Both are examples of domestic usage from the camp.)

II. The Seasonal Offices. D. Military Camps and Ranges:
10. Camp Vladimir, St. Petersburg Province.

Domestic usage to the camp.
As was the case with every major military camp, Camp Vladimir was located near a railroad, in this
case the Warsaw RR. This picture postcard, portraying artillerymen of the 1st Life Guards Artillery
Brigade serving their gun in 1834, was sent from Rikhimyaki Station on the Finland RR to Camp
Vladimir at the platform of the same name, arriving on 20 May 1910. (Serial “a” arrival mark.) The
addressee, a captain, was assigned to Battery 5 of the 1st Life Guards Artillery Brigade.
The temporary post office at Camp Vladimir was upgraded to a permanent PO in April 1914.

This range was
served by a temporary postal branch
office during those
times when artillery units practiced
there, most probably staffed by
postal
workers
from the Dvinsk
PTO. The temporary office evidently disappeared before the onset of
WWI, as it is
unlisted up to
November 1915.
A PPC sent from
Dvinsk Artillery
Range (serial “1”)
to Altynovka Station
on
the
Moscow-KievWarsaw RR, 29
June 1904.

II. The Seasonal Offices. D. Military Camps and Ranges:
11. Dvinsk Artillery Range, Vitebsk Province.

Domestic usage from the range.

Domestic usage from the range.

Recorded range:
June 1901 to
August 1907.
Diameter: 29mm.
Color(s): Black.
A PPC from
Dvinsk poligon to
Zemlyansy
in
Voronezh
Province, posted on
14 August 1907.
Serial “1” canceller.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
12. Sergiyevskiy Artillery Range, St. Petersburg Province.

Domestic usage to
the range.
Picture postcard sent
from Riga on 22 June
1913 via Luga.
Bridge-type
serial
“a” arrival mark,
dated 23 June 1913.

This training facility was both a camp and an artillery range, supported by a civilian temporary PTO
from 1 May to 15 September. Every year, the 22nd Artillery Brigade (among others) would deploy
to this range outside Luga for weeks at a time, conducting repeated artillery-fire exercises, drills and
maneuvers.

Domestic usage to
the range.
A PPC sent from
Vladimir to the
brigade on 12 July
1913.
Bridge-type serial
“a” arrival mark,
dated 14 July 1913.

II. The Seasonal Offices.
D. Military Camps and Ranges:
13. “Inter-Camp” Mail.

Correspondence to or from the various camps and ranges is far from common, but even
less so is that mail routed from one temporary office at a military facility to another –
“inter-camp mail.”

A picture postcard sent on Mail Car #40 between Riga and St. Petersburg, 23 June 1913.
It was addressed to Sergiyevskiy Range (arrow), but for some reason went first to Camp
Vladimir, arriving on the 24th, and only then on to the artillery range, finally reaching its
destination on the 25th.
Camp Vladimir was opened in 1903 as an artillery range, but exactly when the
temporary post office was established there has yet to be determined.

III. Temporary Field Post Offices
at Opposed-Forces Exercises.

This is a category of temporary post office different
from the others, essentially a peacetime field post that
was deployed during opposed-forces exercises,
practicing for war usually for no more than a few days.
Whereas civilian temporary offices had just one purpose
- providing postal services to the people in that area the temporary FPOs not only facilitated soldiers’
correspondence during maneuvers but also participated
in the exercises themselves. Soldiers staffed these
temporary FPOs, not civilians.
Recorded range: First half of August 1900.
Dimensions: 58.5 x 16mm.
Color(s): Violet.

An envelope sent at the 7-kopeck ordinary-letter rate from “Field Post on Maneuvers /
Field Post Office No. 1 / of the Southern Corps” to Vyborg, Finland during the opposedforces exercises of early August 1900. A Southern Corps and a Northern Corps were
designated for this war game conducted in the Vyborg area.

