RUSSIAN PHIIATELY

Notes of an old philatelist

by E, ¥arkovitch

After a ten year interval of trying and heart breaking war years,
occupetion, and post war catastrephes, embittered by the struggle for
existence of ths Rusgsien emigres, a group of Russian collectars in the
United Staves revived the Rosasika Fhilatelic Society and the journmal »f
the orgenization.

I should not discuss at this time the history of the birth, the life
and the rovival of this one and only group and periodical of the Russian
philatelists living abroad, which was founded in Jugoslavia 24 years ago
by the eminent philatelist Eugene Mikhailovitch Archangelsky. He was the
head of the society and the editor-publisher of the journal which existed
for tvelve years, during the turbulent and difficult times of the lives of
the emigres. All this will be a theme of another article dedicated to the
history of Rossika.

In this issue, I shall deal with the Russian collectors from the viewe
point of an 0ld philatelist who has been collecting stamps since 1910,
about the countries, territories, and objectives pertaining to Russian
philately, what to collsct, and what to select in the broad field of ours,
if one i1s to specialize in the stamps of Russia,

When I begun to collect stamps, forty years ago, became acouainted
with a large group of important philatelists. Majority of them collected
either the entire world or Europe. During these days this was possible,
as the prices for stamps were mucj lower than these of present day and the
number of stamps 1ssued by all the nations formed but a fiftieth of the
present day total. There were no long series issued by various governments,
to commemorate ma jor or minor events, jubilees, etc. The aim of the major-
ity of such emissions, as 1t is well known, is to mulct money from the
pockets of the philatelists for the benefit of the post offices or to increase
the revenue of the mation!s treasuries.

Thanks to the comparative cheapness and the relatively small number
of existing stamps, majority of collectors at the turn of the century
were able to collect stamps of the entire world. At that time, the current
albums of German production housed all the stamps of the world in ome volume.
To-day it would take between 30 Or 40 volumes to do the same.

Thus many Russian collectors had an epportunity to form nearly complete
general collections, many likewlise collected shades, perforations; etc.
Majority of serious collectors, besides the general collection, bad a spec-
lalized oollection of Russia, which-they valued and loved better than the
regt,



Stamps were collected mint, cancelled, singles, pairs, blocks, on
cover, etc, To the stamps of Russia were aldded; Poland (One stamp and
five stamped envelopes), Finland (up to 1917-a part of the Russian Em-
pire), Rusaslan levant, Russian Post in China and the Islard of Crete.
Besides the regular issues of the Bmpire, stamps and stamped envelopes
of the Zocal posts were likewime collected; suck as the famous isesues
of Wenden (Liflandia Gubernia) and the Zemstvo Posts,

I knew quite a few collectors of revenue stamps and these men had
large and important collections in this seldom touched field, although
& most interesting one. ‘

Almest from the very beginning of the Ist. World War there appeared
not only the known semi~pvstal or charity issues but many that were mot
postal igsues at 811, such as alding Red Cross, various organizations
which helped wounded, invalids 4 widows and orphans of fallen fighters,
unlon of towns, Zemstvo union, alsc propaganda stamps such as the War
lean of 1916, Var Inan for Freedom of 1917. Meny towns issued series.
of stamps benefitting their own crganizations and movements.

Collectors did not fall to respond and many collected these items
which although not postal or fiscal, nevertheless reflected the epoch
of the life of Russia. The War of 1914 was but a stumulus for collect~-
ions of such type, and collectors begun to search and include into their
collecticns such material issued prior to 1914. Many found and enriched
their albums with old issues from 1870's and years that followed.

The same thing occcured in other lands., Fer instance, ip France,
Ttaly, Switzerland and other countries there appeared special catalogues
and albums for such stamps, separate omes for each land.

In France was organized in 1913 an association for collecting non-
postal stamps, or as they were called "vignettes" (vinietki). This group
exists to-day and is compgsed of several hundred members, among whom are
meny Russian collectors who collect mainly Russian items. These "vinietki
mere in their time avidly collected along side ¢f postal, zemstvo and
revenue issues. A1l of these "vinietki" were entered in the speclalized
collections of Russia. With the ereation of the Soviet Government and
the beginning of Civil War, postal iseues begun to pour as if from the
horn of plenty.

Commanders of tho White Armies, 1.e. the generals began to issue
stamps on the territories held by their forces, for example-

Stamps of Den Oblast (Region)

Stanps of Kuben Oblast (Region)

Staups of South Russia under Gemeral Denikin

Stamps of Crimea under General Wrangel

Also after evacuation, in the camps of Turkey and several
Balkan countries.

During the Civil War, new sovereignities were formed, existing
sometimes but & short time, others existed up to the Second World Var.
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To this number belongs:~Ukrsine, Caucusus (Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Mountain Rep., Georgia, Trenscaucasian Rep., and British Occupation cf
Batum) and Far East: such as Far Eastern Republic, Nicolsevek on Amur,
Priamur Zemekil Krai. After the occupation of these areas by the Soviets,
they lssued postal emmisiens in Blagoveshensk ¢n Amur, Chita and Vladie
vostock, where these stampe were in use until 1924, afterwards they were
supplanted by the stamps ef U, S. S. R,

During the Civil War of 1919-20 Admiral Kolchek, ether generals and
the Crechoslovak legion issued stamps in Siberia., The stamps of the
Czechoslovek lLegion are debatable and many colleetors ecnsider them as
fantastic issues, despite the fast that meny important publishers such
a8 Yvert & Tellier list them in their catalogues.

Gresn or Zelemaya Army, controlling for a shirt time Sotchinsk
Regicn issued its cwn postal and fiscal stamps which are not listed in
any of the catalogues.

After the signing of the treaty of the Brest-Iitovsk the following
gevernments came into beings Poland, Iithuania, Central Iithuania (Iitwa
Srodkowa), latvia, Estonia, Finland, Karelia, and North Ingermanland,

Several eof these govermments, formed cn the territory cf the former
Russian Empire existed until 1941 and had meny pcstsl emisions. Of these
only Finland and Pcland emtst tc-day, and although Poland is ncw in the
orblt ¢f Ssviet influence, she still retains her rights to issue her own
original stamps,

Aa for Ukraine, where the 8ivil Var raged with fierce severity, the
governments ehanged many timesgy each one issuing its own stamps. In the
beginning Ukraine was occupied by German forces, whish were fellowed by
Red Armies, White Armies, then fer a brief time Ukraine was under the
rule cf Hetman Skoropedsky (under German protectcrate), After his fall,
Petlura gained control of & portion of Ukraine. In the Austrian part of
Ukraine the Western Ukraine Peoples Republic was formed, existing only
for several weeks., Capital of this Republic was the city of Lvov, This
%government” also succeeded in issuing several series of stamps (overe
prints on Austrian and Bosnian stamps).

All in all, each gnvernment issued its own stamps either by evers
printing supplies of preerevolutionary stamps with the Ukrainian trident
or issulng stamps with its own original designs.

I shall now return to the old pre~revelutionary times and say & few
werds about the stamps of various local posts.

The oldest Russian stamp was the lecal one, issued several weeks
before the first regular Imperial stemp, the 10 kop. per lot (imperforate),
Thie famous Tiflis stamp was issued at the end ef 1857 fer the use of local
post of the city ef Tiflis and suburbs. It was discovered ocomperatevely
reaently, 15 years before the Secend World War.
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Collectors living abroad first learned of the existence of this .
gtamp from the article by V. Agapeev in Rossika Journsl #3, Octobder,

1930, This stamp is extremely rare and there are only several copises

‘in existence.

In 1862 Wenden district of the Lifland Gubernia grganized a lnecal
pnst for communicatien with villages, settlements and Wenden, the dist-
rict seat, and issued spsolal stamps for use as additional postage in
payment for delivery of letters to the town of Wenden. This post func~
tiicned for a long time, until 1903.

After the issuance of the decree of 186/ establishing Zemstvy self
grvermments, many Zemstvos organized lceal Zemstve pests of eimilar char-
acter to that of the Wenden diatrdict, 1.0, establishing service tc the
most distant villages.

Schlusselburg distriet, of St. Petersburg Gubernia was the first to
arganize its pest, and in 1865 1esued a special Zemstvo stamp, Many
others foilowed, arganizing their local posts &nd many of these had their
ewn stamps of distinctive deeign.

The Zemstvo post became the extension c¢f the Imperial pest and
connected the most distant villages and settlement with the outside
world, and established a regular postal communications with the dist-
rict tywms, where the nmaill was transferred to the regular post, In
all, Zemstvos with their own merks of prepayment of pestage, establish-
ed seyvice in 16/ districts of 33 gubernias.

In some districts post functioned more or less during a briefl space
of time, in cthers it existed until 1917 and in several districts or
yemds it lasted until 1920, During the 1life of Zemstvo post (1865-1920)
nearly 2,500 various stamps were issued, not counting varieties. Entires
were issued in smaller quantities and in a smaller number of districts,

Generally, the Zemstvo stamps were printed in local establishments
by typoerephy, end the designs were executed by lecal artists and often
reflestad local felkioree They were issued nearly always in small quant-
tities; thus all the Zomsetvo stamps are scarce, while many first issues
are often quite unique or extremely rare, of many of these only geveral
coples are known to exist.

This field of philately interested greatly cur Russian collectors
and several of them formed extremely large and ccmplete collections,
receiving world'renawn.

To the lccal signs of prepayment of postage we must add stemps and
entires cf the tswn poste of Finnish Helsingfors and Tammerfors. These
stemps were in use from 1866 to 1892. Besides these, in 90's appeared
a whole grovp of Finnish Steamship Companies which deliverd mail tc
Baltic ports and some of these issued their cwn stamps. These companies

which bad their own_signs of postal prepayment numbered around a dczen, .
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Eajority ¢f these stamps were in use for only a brief time, the
mmber of issued stamps was amall and the stamps interested very few
esollectors. Thus they are extremely rare, and used on covers are as
rare as the issues of the Zemstvo Post,

To the stamps of the lceal post we must add the first issues of the
stanps of Russian Levant, used by the Ruesian Cempany of Trade and Navie
gation (P, O. . u. Te) to whom Russian Government gave the exclusive
right to organize postal operetions between Russian and foreign ports of
Black and the Mediteranesan Sea.

The main office of the Company was located in (dessa, where special
staups were sold for fyanking letters, mewspapers and packages, trana~
mission of which P. 0¢ .+ u. T, tock upon itself,

Alexandriiskcye Steamship Agency (Russian Stoek Company) in Egypt
had likewise in 1886 its own post and its own stamps, with Russian ins-
eription. Viemna Journal "Die Postmarke® reported the existensce of this
post in 1930, (See pags 176 of the jourmal).

During the First Werld War (1914-1918) when Poland was occupled by
German armies, several Polish towns had for a short time their own local
posts; these towns were Warsaw, Presevors, Sosmovitzl, Zarkl and Zaverie,
These town posts issued their own distinctive stamps.

Besldes this, mny Pelish towns and localities, after the defeat and
retreat of the German forcee, everprinted escupation stemps then in use
(Russiche Polen) with & mew overprint and a Polish Eagle, the overprint
being "Pocwta Poleke", Mejority ef these overprints had a very speculative
character, although many »f them were 8sold in local post offices and had
a lscal use,

As one may see frim the presented field of stamp collecting which can
be added to Russian pidlately, the scope is extremsly wide and very few
collections include all that belongs to this sphere,

In order to work out, select and limit ones collection, I will include
belew & 1ist of ceuntries, regions and territories which relate from my
own point of view to the field of Russian philately. I shall limit this
list and shnll not include countries which are now under the Soviet influ-
enc®, as this would inelude nearly sll countries of Eastern Europe.

The 1list is compesed mainly from the ssope of my collection and the
philatelic library at my disposal

Thus I ask the eollectors and readers of "Roseika® whe ocan add to my
1ist, to communioate either with the editors e¢f this journals or me
personally,

In the next article I shall list the mations and territories which
issued stamps during and after the Seovnd World Wer (1939-1945)
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List »f countries and territories pertaining to Ruassia and being
divisions of ccllscting Imperial or govermment postal, revenue and
postal stationery issues, as well as stamps and entires of various
localities. .

: Slgns of Pgstel Payment
1-First Period. Imperial Rugsis .

a«S tampless (Marques Postales) from second half of 18th. century
to 1858, '

b«Postal stationery (1845-1917)

c-Postage stamps (1858-1917)

d-Telegyeph stamps¢St. P. 1866)

e-Service stamps (Fer the benefit of the postmen) (1909-11)

f~local stamps ' :
1-Stamps and postal statiemery of the Zemstve post.
2-Stamps of the district post (Wenden Yesd, I4fland Gubernia)
3-Stamp of Tiflis towm post
4=Stamps of Helsingfcrs City Pest and Tammerfors lecals.
5-Stamps nf Private Steamship Companies in Finland.

g-Russian Post in Turkey (Ievant)stamps and postal staticnery.

h-Russian Post in China-stamps and postal stationery.

i1-Russian Post in Crete~stamps ,

3-Kingdom of Poland (1 stamp and 5 stamped envelopes)

k<Grand Duchy of Finland~gstamps and pestal stationery.

a-Stamps and Postal Stationery of R. S. F. S. R, (1918-23)
b=Den Oblast (Atemans Kaledin and Krasnov) (1918)
b-Don Provisional Government (1918)
c-Kuban (blast (Gemsrals Alexeiev and Kornilev )
Kuban Kral (Reglon) Government (1918-20)
d-Crimea (General Sulkevich and Baron Wrangel)
Crimean Krai (Region) Govermment (1918-20) .
e~Chief Command of South Russia (Gemeral Denikin and
Barcon Wrangel (1919-20)
f~Post of Russian Aymy| in Constantinopole (General Wrangel) (1920-21)
g-Nerth and North West' Oblast '
1-Ncrth Army (General Muller-Fantestic Issue)
2-Special Corps of North Army (General Udenich) (1919)
3-Nerth West Army (General Wandam in Pskov) (1919)
h-Western Oblast '
1-Vestern Army (General Bermedt-Avalov in Mitava) (1919)
2-Special detachment of White Russian Corps. (General Bulask«
Balakhovich~Fantastic Issue) (1920) '
1-Siberian Govermment (Admiral Kolehak) (1919-20)
J=Far East
l-Government of Trans-Baikal Oblast (Ataman Semencv) (1919)
2-Pecples Revolutionary Committee in city of Blagcvescheask
on Amur. (Amuz Oblast) (1929)
3-Pri«fmur Provisional Govermment (City of Nicclaevsk cn
Amur) (1921-22) ,
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&-Fur Dest Lopahiis +2920-210
5«=Issus of Uhita Government [1921,
é=trianur Zomsto Krei (Government cf Gemarel Diedrichs)
7=Far Eastorn Chlast Rovclutiomry Committoo-R. S. F. S. R.
K«Gentral isia
l-Bukhore Pooples Ropublic leesl pest. (1924) {Very 1little
is known by mo about thosc stamps). It is kncwn cnly
that theso stamps worc issued by the govermment of this
republie rrior to eetgéblishment cf the post by U. S. S. R.
2Turkesban (famtastic overprints ch Rusaien stamps. Theso
woro nevar in eireulation.)
lwulocal issuss of various towns and lecalities during the perlod
of 1920=22, During this pordod of inflation, Soviet Governmont
i1ssucd a decree by which rewmluing of 1909-1918 stamps from
frorcks? to "rubles? s rermittod. Thus meny postal towns and °
Joraiities overprinted thse stamps with tho word #oY48" or
Fab " in English translotion. Majority of these overprints wezo
redo by usc cf & handstomp, rarer by a metal stemp, and in sevorcl
Joccliitios postme stors morcly wrote on the stamps by hand. Theso
stamps are intercsting whon tied tc snwelopes or money ordors.

Tow21 mumber of towns and localitlss cverprinting stamps
during this pericd is not known. Soviet cuRalogus fer 1927
caictiased that thero werxo 66, in my own collsution thore is e
lorge namber of such overprints not montioned an this cotalogue,
bat eppeariug tc be without doubt as genuino overprints, as tley
waref + colved by me on letters addressed tc me and to my firiends
(po: 4y uiatelic rail). Thus the number of these stamps vas
considerably larger.

n-Ukalne
I-Uxreine Peoples republic (Centrel Reda) (smly 1918)
2-Ukraine Derzjava or State (Hetman Skcropadski) {oet. 1918)
iev Jruz Pcltove krug
Eharkov Qrug Odesso krug
E¥a terdinoalnv Ckrug Fodolia Ckrug
3-Okraine Derzjove (Petlurn)
4-0ne In'ivisible Pussie (General Denikin)-dnriupcl-(1919)
5-Igralnien Scviet Socinlistic Republic {(Kharkov,
Kiev, Sviatoshni).
n~Kevkaz or Gouctsus
i-&zc03baijian Democratic Republic (Government of Lussavat)
Azorbai jan Soviot Socialistic Republie,
2eDonmcerotic Repuhlic of Armenia (Datnaki)
Armenian Soviet Socialist Republie
3-Georgian Demoeretic Fepublie
Georglan Soviet Soecdnlistic Republie
4Trernsccuensian Federnted Republics.
5-5ritish Occupation of Batum
6<Green nrmy (Sochi) .«

£Third Feriod (1924 ~1941)

* Stanps and Stoticnery of~
a~U, 5. S. R. deCentrel Dthunnia
b=Poland sl stonia
c=I2thuania fwletvia

Shomps of -
g-Tannu~Touve hediongolia





