






The Russian Civil War, 1918-1921    
Stamps and Postal History

This is a challenging area to collect, as the empire
fragmented and the stage was set for transient
states, long-repressed nationalism, warring
territories, Allied and German advances and
retreats, White, Red and Green armies sweeping
back and forth, and the inevitable postal chaos that
resulted. There is still considerable room for
research on the postal history side of the Civil War.

The Workers’ and
Peasants Red Army
(RKKA) had a number
of things in common
with its imperial
predecessor, not the
least of which was the
mail censor. The early
Red Army censorship
apparatus is not well
described, but it
probably resembled
the imperial model on
a smaller scale.

Above: Various White armies and corps issued stamps for use in the territories they controlled. Some stamps
never saw use because the armies collapsed before the stamps were delivered. Others were “issued” under
suspicious circumstances. Most have been extensively reprinted and forged, to the point where some
philatelists collect the forgeries instead of the originals. These were issued by the People’s Volunteer Army
under General Denikin in 1919.

Below: “Examined by Military / Censorship of 3rd Army HQ / No. 34” on a card from Morshansk to
Yekaterinburg, August 1919. The 3rd Red Army was operating in the Urals at that time.



Stamps of the RSFSR and USSR

The Soviets issued over 6,000 stamps in their 73-year
history, with numerous varieties and errors. Collecting
them all involves considerable expense and time, so some
philatelists limit themselves to the basic varieties, others
to specific issues or time periods. Just the RSFSR-
Soviet-period “Small Head” series below or the “Star
Overprints” at left can offer a challenging study.

Once the USSR era is reached (August 1923 to December
1991), the stamps and varieties become almost endless.
There are perforation varieties and imperforates, differences
in printings, color shades and “flyspecks.” Even raster
varieties can be collected. Over the years the Rossica
Society Journal has published numerous articles on
distinguishing forgeries, printing varieties and overprint
variations, and the current “Flyspecker” series in the Journal
has publicized a considerable number of printing varieties.
Together they form an indispensable guide to the serious
collector of Soviet stamps.



Soviet Postal History

A registered cover from the Kerch’ “Yugostal’” Metallurgical Plant and Mines, addressed
to the Kiev Cable Plant and posted on 9 September 1927. It arrived at the Kiev Train
Terminal three days later. The pink-and-black “B” (Cyrillic “V”) is an indicator of
urgency, reinforcing the “Speshnaya pochta” (Express Mail) handstamp at upper right.
The massive industrialization effort from the 1920s on had a profound effect on mail
volume, routing and sorting.

Although Soviet postal rates and routes (land, sea and air)
have been well-researched and described, there are many areas
within the postal history sphere that remain to be explored.
Regional studies abound, given the vast expanses of the
USSR. Other studies, such as mail delivery methods, mail
processing, unusual usages and cancellations, afford the
collector a fascinating diversion.




