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Editorial
Well, here 1t i1s August already and time for the summer

iessue of the Rossica Eulletinr. Since the last ERulletin
we’ve had a great deal of Soviet philatelic news, letters,
stampshaow VIEWS, marny Rossica puzzeler wirnners, a rew
puzzeler, and ancther wutstanding issue of the Rossieca
Jowrnal (No.o 11&) with lots of interesting and informative
mateial. Heep sending iv  information foe futuwire

rews letters.

News from the Hresident
There will be a Rogsica meetinmg at the A.PF.S. armual

convention "Stampshow” inm Fhiladelphia. "Stampshow" takes
place fyoun August 2 — 25 at the Philadelphia Civiec Center.
The Raossica meeting will be on Sunday, August 25 between

noon till 2:50 F.bl. There will alsoc be a seminar titled
"Russia No. 1. Hope to see you there.

Rossica membership as of June, 1991 is 32G5.

We are saderned to  inform ouwr membership that orme of owe
board of divectors and  veteran member, Lester S. Glass,
(#123), of Los Arngeles, CA, has passed away. He had been
guite 111 for the past year. Lester was born in 1804 in

Farneveyzh, Lithuania, and immigrated to the U.85. at the age
of three. His educaticon was completed at N.Y. University in
13925, arnd his philatelic studies begarn while he was a
secretary to the late Admiral F.R. Harris, internaticnally

famzous philatelist. Rt ore time his collectiornn of Russia
was almost complete, witiy all the major and minor varieties.
He will be missed by the Rossica Swoociety arnd all who o krnew
fim.

Did youw krow?
The most wnortherly permarnent post office iv the Soviet Union
is at HKhatanga, Siberia. This nriortherly village has a
government observation post, airfield, and great hunting,
fishirng, and reindeer raising.

The Soviet Union comes in second place for countryies having
the most poet aoffices. It has 33, 076. India caomes in first
with 144,396, and the U.S.A. comes in fouwrth with 39,270,
These are from U.F.U. statistics, 195986.
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As far as the country with the most full time postal staff
the Soviet Unicrn comes in third with 775,000 employees.
Chirna (FPecocple’s Rep.) comes in  first with 983, 000, and the
U.S.A. comes in second with 784, 557.

The largest volume of mail according to the latest statistic
(1986) was handled by: the U.S.R.—- 146,827,627, 000 items

U.S.S. R.— 5&,831,000,000 items

Japan - 18,108,732,000 items

Frarnce - 16,774,5300,000 items

West Germany —- 135,291,212, 000 items
Great Britainm — 13,035, 400,000 items
Irdia - 1&,193,6693,000 items

Coumtries with the most postal vehicles are:s
U.S5.A. — 137, 446

Japan — 70,124

u.s5.5.R. = 52,400

France - 49,600

West Germany - 42,802

U. K. — 34,000

Chirna (Feople’s Rep.) - &7,115
India - 1,450

Fostal administrations with the largest total receipts:
U.S.A. — 90,640,3&1,764 internaticmal gold francs

Frarce - 23,767,735, 157

West Germany - 2&,6931,9:23, 076
U. K. = 13,730,259, 258
U.s.5.R. = 13,863,345,578
Camada - 95,400,101,817
Netherlarnds — 4, 429,847,230

The total mumber of stamps and souvenir sheets issued by the
worrld in 1989 was 3, 718. The riumber of stamps decreased by
14 fraom 1986. The viumber of souveriir sheets hit arn all time
record high of 1, 064, 180 more than 1988. Face value for
the total 198% issues is UB%6, 207 (catalog value USsEz, L84).
The 13988 total face value was US%H4, 447. The Sowviet Urnian
issued 120 stamps and & scuvenir sheets in 19893, (catalogy
value of US%113) as compared with 126 stamps amd 8 souvenir
sheets in 1588. These statistics are from the recent
Michel—-Rundschau armual survey of worldwide issues.

New lssues
The Soviet Urnion has issued three stamps to commemorate the
o00th armiversary of Christopher Columbus? discovery of
America and honor the founders and leaders of  the first
Russian settlements on the westerrn coast of America. The &0
kopeck stamp shows a settlement and G6.I. Shelikhaov.
Shelikhov headed arn expedition to the shores of Russian



America (Alaska) in 17835-86. The 30 kopeck stamp shows A. A.
Bararov, chief ruler of the Russian properties in America.
The S0 kopeck value shows I.A. Kuskov, who founded the Ross
fortress in Califormia in 181:=. This was Russia’s
southernmost settlement inm America.

Japarn helpse Soviet Uniconm
The Fhilately Cewnter Foundation ivm  Tokyo has  launched a
campaiygr which it calls "For Russia With Love.” It is
raising money by sellimg & souvenir card with  the  139%0
Soviet-Japanese Joint Space Flight stamp attached. The card
shows a hand holding potatoes, corn, and wheat, superimposedd
orn a map of half of the womld. The stamp is the 20 kopeci
Russian—Japarnese Joinmt Space Flight commemorative of Dec. 3,
1990, The stamp depicts the tlays of both watiocws floating
in cuter space. The socuvenir card sells for about US$3. 70.
The entire amount raised is  donated to the pecple of  the
Soviet Uniar. See top of page orne (left).

Newsletier Huzzler

Mere were lots of respunses to the last puzzler. The 80
hryver: stamp depicts Zaporozhiarn Cossacks in boats {chaiky)
o the ERlack Sea. Some laryge Cossack chaiky ccould hold 50
to 70 men and carry up to four small carnnorns. Three million
copies were printed. The 200 hryven stamp depicts a rural
scerie with grain fields and a wincomill. This particular
wirndmill is of a style found in the FPoltava region of
Ukraine and iz of a "post mill" type where the entire mill
structure revolves upon orne  great cenmtral vertical post.
Orie millicw copies were printed. Thesze 1920 Ukrainian
stamps were desigrned by one of Ukraine’s foremost realist
painters, Mykola Ivasiuk. He was born April 28, 1865, ard
disappeared after being arrested by Soviet secret pulice in
1950, He left behind some 00 works. All ocur members who
had the right answers were senlt packets of cirnderella
stamps. Congradulaticons to all puzzler winmers.

The riew puzzler is rnot so easy. It shows a stamp at the top
of page covie {(right) with the double headed eagle. What'’s
tihe story behind the stamp? The stamps are guite scarce.
nly a few mint stamps anmd three covers bearing various
denominations exist. Good luck onm this one. A prize will
be awarded to everyorne who sends inm a correct response.

Librarian David Skipton’s Report
Usage: The Rossica Library enjoyed another record year (Sept. &,
1383-Sept. &, 1930), with 29 members requesting 111 titles on lcan or for
duplicate purchase. The Library has supported research to perform
quality contral on articles submitted to the Journal, provided the basis
for several articles already published, and is currently supplyivg
material for S translationms and two moncographs.
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Excharge Programs: The rnumber of jourrnals being taken in by the Library
has irncreased substarntially irn 1390, At presert, 1t receives the
following:

{. Rossica Journal - twice a year

. BJRPF - twice a year

3. FPost Rider - twice a year

4. ANZSRP Pochta - twice a year

5.  German Fochta - three times a year

6. Ukirainian Philatelic Jourrnal — three time a year

7. Lithuanian Fhilatelic Jourrnal - twice a year

8. Lovetskii Kollektsiorer - cre a year

9. Filateliya 555R - monthly

In addition to these sccieties, we exchange with two individuals, and we
expect to institute regular exchanges with Het Baltische Gepbiet and the
USSR Unicn of Philatelists.

Acguisiticons: Major acguisitions for the Library have cerntered primarily
or photocopies of members! exhibits, although there have been a few
citstanding titles addec. The rwumbgr of mewmber exhibits stands at 1i,
withh 2-3 more expected in the riext few months., Far and away the most
important of the non—exhibit iteme obtairned are the 1924 Soviet Fostal
List, the 1863 Comperndium of Fostal Laws and Regulaticns, val. -6 of
the 1852 Collection of Laws on the Fostal ARdministration, and an 1845
Postal Handoook of Fostal Regulaticrms.

Frajecte: The tremendous influx of exchange jouwrrals has made it
impassible to keep up with card file ertries by hand. Work on the
authaor index file ceased this spring, and the subject index is rncw
slowed to a crawl. Were it wot for the efforts of J.D. Myke on "The
Paost Rider", progress would be almoast rnorn—existent at this paint.
Duties as co—-editor of the Rossica Journal and increased member use of
the Library have takern up almcst all of the time I rnormally devote to
this. The only hope ricw is to put everything cnto a coamputer file, and
to that end 1 have asked Norman Epsteirn and Gary Combs for their help in
cbtaining an IBM program that would work for the Libiary. Once this is
set up, we'll have to start all over again, but lost ground should be
made up rather quickly.

Doriaticrnis: Tharks to the gerercsity of several members, the Library ricw
boasts some very fire additiors to its shelves. HMost of these donations
have been noted in #'s 113/114 and #1155, and my thanks again to all who
have givern material to the Library. Assuming that all of these items
cculd have beern purchased, they would certainly have added up to several
hurdred dcllars.

Current And Future Difficulties Facing The Library: 1ln esserce, there
are two major areas where something is going to have to give. The first
is space. Even if the Librarian does not aggressively pursue riew
titles, mere passive acquisition from exchange programs and dornaticons
are causing the Library to ballcocorn in size. ARlready, I am having to bax
up material and move it to the attic, and on rather freguernt cccasion it
has happeried that just as scon as the box gets into the attic, a loan



request comes in that requires the box to come back dowr. The seconc
prablem is time. Where before the Librarian position entailed no great
effort, now it has beccme a full time job for crne individual. If that
individual has other duties in the Scciety, scme or all of those duties
must suffer, I am therefore proposing that we CONSIDER cther cptions,
ranging from having two librarians, through orne librarian with no other
duties, to storage of Library materials at two or more locaticons.
Logisties and coordination under any "spread the effort” scheme will be
difficult, and amerdments to the Coristitution may be rnecessary. While
the situation is not yet ecritical, it is approaching that, and we need
to start thinking about it now. Arny ideas? Let us know,

Literature Sales:

1. Bazilevich’s "The Russian Fosts in the XIX Century”. Total
expernditures to date (ivecluding printing, shipping, mailing,
advertisemerte, etc.) come to %&,206.50. Total income from sales of the
bock now stand at $7,782.40. 222 books have been scld, exchanged or
donated for reviews. The inserted advertisement in #1132/114 resulted in
4 sales.

2. Pripgara’s "The Russiarn Fost in the Empire, Turkey, China and the
Post in the Kingdom of Foland". Long since havivng beer in the black,
this continues to be a steady earner for the Scciety. The insert in
#113/114 produced S sales.

3. Skipton'’s "Imperial Russian Flacename List, Reverse Sart,
1858-1315". Nine have beern scld since the insert’s appearance.

Literature
The 1990 Secornd Editiconm of "Siberia:fPostmarks and Postal
History Of The Russian Empire Period” which includes S0%
more than the fTirst 1988 editicon, is available from Fhilip
Robinsorn, & Rydalhuret Averue, Sheffield, England S5& 4LG.
The price i1s US%Z8 by swwface mail, or USE34 airmail.

Ukrainian Auction
The Ukrainian Phiilatelic and Numismatic Society armournces

ite DUth mail auctiocrn of  about 800 lots of Ukrainian
priilately and rnumismatics. The auction closes on September
15th, 1991, Tz obtaiwv anm 1llustrated ard well-described

auction catalog along with the society?s riewsletter TRIDENT,
send US%1 for postage and handling to: UPNS ~ Ruetion, . 0.
EBox 3711, Silver Spring, MD 20918.

Ukiaimiars Show Items
On Rpril =8, 1931, the Chicagco Chapter of the Ukrainian
Fhilatelic and Numismatic Sceciety held a emall
non—competitive exhibition. The show had a commemorative
cover and a show card both with a Chormobyl Nuclear Disaster
theme. They cam be ordered (with profits going to a
Chorrnobyl Relief Furd) from Bohdan Fauk, FP.0. Box 11184,
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Chicagno, IL 60611-0184. The cards are available for
UsSsz. 00, and the covers for US$1.50. Flease add %.53&

postage for each order. r
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BS — BRi1i3
Faul Klake and George Shalimotf of California are gathering
information about Russia BY - RB13E. If any member has any

part—perf varieties that are not listed by V. V. Lobachevski
in his publication, they are asked tco list them on a post

card and mail it to: FPaul RBlake, 1466 Hamilton Way, San
Jose, CA 395123,

Awards to Roscecica Exhibitorsg

Faul Elake "Russia Charity Issues 1314-15"
Golg SUNFEX 1930
Gold FILATELIC FIESTA 91
M. R. Renfro "Ruegia Used Abroad: The Far East"
Vermeil WESTREX 91
Gold FILARTELIC FIESTA 391
James Mazepa "Kingdom of Folawd, 1858-735"
Grand Award SANDICAL 31
"Mexico First Issuwe of 1856"
Gold TEXFEX 91
Thomas Chastang "The 3rd Standard Postage Issue of the USSRY
Gzld MILCOREX 91
Gecirge V. HKeller "FPostal Service in Siberia, 1317-24"
Silver ROMFPEX 91

Conmgradulations to all exhibitors. Flease let me kriow if
I*ve accidentally overlooked anyone.



ROSSICA SOCIETY OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Please vote for one of the following for each office except for the Board of
Directors where three members are to be chosed.

Adolph Ackerman_______
Howard Weinert
Other

Peter Michaclovc_
Other

Bruce Bain
Other

Gary Combs
Other

Dave Skipton
Other

Leon Finik
Other

Michael Carson
George Shaw
Other

Board of Directors (vote for three):
Raymond Casey
Richard Ceresa___
Jim Mazepa
Mike Renfro ______
Alex Sadovnikov___
Paul Spiwak
Gordon Torrey
Other

Please mail nominations by October 15, 1991 to:
Scott Allen
7326-C Kelley Loop
Ft. Meade MD 20755
USA
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